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C H A P. 1. 

*rhe unfortunate captain. 

-RAFTER being fbak'd for two 
fo ±jL days in the cbtner of a butch- 
^er's greafy pocket, and pafling two 
evenings in a rootn no bigger than a 
fhip's cabbin, with twenty pcople^ 
fnioaking in it, I was delivered into 
^ the hands of a Smithfield falefman, 
^ for fat flieep j with him I drahk fiH 
VoL.iV. B bowls 
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bowls of punch at the Grey-hound, in 
about four hours > then was given to 
a country farmer, who, the next morn- 
ing, 'carried me to a gentleman of 
fortune. This gentlemian, for (hprt- 
nefs, I fliall call Mr. Derbyfhire, 
though his real name is a moi^ofyU 
lable. With this Mr. Derbyfhire did 
I pafs many a merry hour ; his heart 
was as light as a feather, and the na- 
tural benevolence that furrounded it, 
kept it always chearful ; neither en- 
vy^ hatred, or malice, ever approaqfr- 
cd within gun-fhot of it. 

As he was chatting with a friend 
one evening on a bench at RanCf 
lagh, and making remarks on the cu^ 
rious figures that kept continually 
jpafling by, the moft contemptible of 
which feemed to be moft in itspwn 
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good graces, they fpied an agreeable, 
genteel, fafliionable woman, gallanted 
by the ftrangeft figure of a move- 
able that had ever made its appear- 
ance, eifher in that or any other bread- 
and-buttcr-meeting, fince the firft in- 
vention of hot rolls ; Jiis face was fo 
funburnt, that it was difficult to dif- 
tinguifh virhcther it or his hat was the 
browneft ; his beard, indeed, which 
was a week long, and jet black, prov- 
ed fp fine a foil to his face, by mak- 
ing It appear a ihade fairer than it 
really was, that the poor hat had not 
fair play; but, in my opinion, it ftill 
had the brighter complexion of the 
two : it was covered with a lace an 
inch and an half broad, which had for« 
fperly been filver, but time, and the 
danip of fea- water, had made it 
blacker than the hat itfelfj to pre- 

B 2 fcrvc 
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ferve a proper medium of light and 
(hadcj^ under this hat, and down 
each fide of this face, the captain wore 
a long milk-white Adonis, with a- 
bout two pound of hair in it 5 his coat 
was of a fuperfine white cloth, with 
flecves turned up as high as his el- 
bows ^ the waift was not above a foot, 
though the Ikirts were three quarters 
of a yard long j his fhocs buckled at 
the toes with a plain filver buckle that 
weighed at lead fix ounces 5 he like- 
wife wore a brafs- hiked hanger, which, 
inftead of dangling by his fide, feemed 
to be ftuck through the waiftband of 
his breeches. Ashe paflTedbythe two 
friends, the croud meeting them pret-. 
ty thick, they^eard him fay, " Avaft 
" heaving, coufin Lovely,, we fliall 
" neyer be able to ply up to wind- 
*' ward J my advice^ therefore, look 

you 
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** you do you fee, is, to tack about, 
" and bear away, becaufe fo be it may 
" happen, you may get your (landing 
** rigging damaged, or your carved 
*' work crufhed by the heavy laden 
** colliers that are running down to 
*' leeward." The lady fmiled, and faid 
" What you pleafe, captain :" on 
which they tacked about and bore 
away. ** Lord !** fays my owner, 
". can no body tell me who that 
" ftrangc fi(h is, and how he came in- 
" to the company of that comely wo* 
« man ?'* " I can have the pleafure 
" of fatisfying your curioficy/' re- 
plies his friend, *^ for I am intimate 
^* with both that agreeable lady and 
" her hufband, who is here himfelf ; 
" but he has left them, becaufe he 
" knows he cannot give her greater 
" pl«afure than to be gallanted by 

B 3 ' «' the 



*' the captain: his uncommon remarks 
" and the uncouth manner of ex- 
'> pre fling them are always ^ high 
" treat to her/* 



*' You mufl: know, that the captain 
'is commander of a large (hip that 
; trades to the coaft of Africa for 

* flaves, from whence he has fetched 
' his copper complexion j hehas b^cn 

* at fea ever fince he was feven years 
' old, with fuch. fhort intervals on 
' Ihore, that he knows as little of 

* land-matters as any of his brother ^ 
' inhabitants of the great deep ; he is 
'firftcoufinto this lady's hulband, 

* who was bred up to the law, bur, 
' getting a large fortune with her, 
' and having no children, he has left 
' the roguery of that profeflion to 

* thofe that chufc it, and lives with 

" her 
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^^ Jier very happily on their income. 

*'*Themanqcrof thet:aptain*s firft in- 
^< troduping himfelf into her acquain- 
^* tance, I fancy, ihc wont eafily for- 
"get." 

« About five* years ago, after 
" captain Copper- phiz had made his 
" firft voyage, wherein he had been 
*' very fuccefsful, hearing that his 
" coufin had married well, he refolv- 
**ed to pay him a vifit; on 'which 
" he ordered a Wapping taylor to 
*« equip him with a newfuit; the 
" taylor not only undertook to per- 
" form his own part towards equip- 
" ping him Oi/ ' • ♦- »*erommended a 
" Wapponian '^ 

"match his lIc 
" wig : on the . 
^^out, they all 
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^« cabbiii ; the taylor brought the vcf- 
** ry fuic you fee him have on now ; 
" the hatter the very hat ; but the 
" barber, who proved to be an old 
" Frenchman, did not bring that 
*' wig ; he had by him an apotheca- 
*^ ry's fhort whice bob, made for his 
*f own hair, to comb over the front, 
*• this he told the captain was the tip- 
*^ top fafhjon, and accordingly, in 
" pruning his black locks, refervcd a 
'^ fine border in front, to comb over 
** his curious white wig, which every 
*' body muft conceive, matched as 
^'well as a dark bay, and a cream- 
" coloured horfe ; however, 'after 
'^ (having his beard clofer than ever 
** it had been fince it made its firft 
*^ appearance on his chin, and fcowr- 
** ing his face with his walhball clean-' 
** er than the five fore^ing fummcr 

" funs 
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•'^ funs had ever fccn jr, with the help 
** of powder and pomatum he made 
•* the black hairs agree with the whitci 
" ones much better than could be ex- 
pelled, and fent the captain out a 
complete Wapponian beau. 






" On his arrival at the houfe, he 
" aiked the footman for his coufin 
** Lovely; the fervant told him his 
*• matter was expefted home evcry^ 
*• mpmenrto dinner, but his miftrefs 
'^ wasabove flairs : " That will do very 
** well," fays the tar, " I went to fee 
•^ madan()." Upon which the footman 
•*condu6led him into a neat little' 
*^ parlour, where, when they had no* 
•* company, this happy couple al-' 
*^ ways dined. The table cloth was 
** fpread for dinner, in the center of 

which ftood a neat little pyramid of' 

" jellies 



u 



•* the ground together. The captain 
** then thought the devil muft be in 
" the houfe, where a man could not 
•' move without doing mifchief, and 
•' was (landing in amaze, wilhing 
" himfelf at fea in a llorm, when in 
" came the lady, who, beholding 
*' fuch a ftrange fcenc, naturally 
*' thought the keeper of bedlam had 
*' given a day-rule to one of the co- 
" legians to come and plague her; 
" and the uncommon figure, and 
** ftrange wild looks of the falt-water 
" animal, quite confirmed her in her 
fqfpicion ; this ftruck her as dumb 
as the captainj and produced a filent 
" fcenc of aftonifhment far beyond 
•* the power of defcription. 

r 

t 

*• Had Mr. Garrick himfelf been 

•' there, he would have frankly own- 

2 <*cd, 
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" ed, that amazing fine attitude of 
" his in Romeo and Juliet, which fo 
" much exceeds every thing the world , 
" ever faw before, or perhaps ever 
" will again, is no more to be com- 
" pared to the captain's aAonifhed 
" phiz, t;,han a two-penny lobfter to 
" a Greenland whale/* . 



«c 



The lady not daring to take her 
eyes off the gazing captain, for fear 
" he Ihould make a fpring at her, 
** he in return flared with all his 
" might at her ; at laft (however im- 
" probable the ladies may think it,) 
'' the captain found his tongue firft, 
*' and began thus : " Coufin/* fays 
" he ; coufin ! thinks fhe ; aye this 
. " muft be a coufin Tom fure enough ; 
" upon which, fquinting to the door, 
•' which was luckily Icfropen, fhe 

** whipped 
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*« whipppd put, and, dr^y/ing it after 
" her, turned the Jccy for fear 
** coufin Toia Ihould follow herj 
** then running up flairs, fumpioncd 
•« the fervgnts to know who let that 
" madman in ; the footmap proved 
*' the culprit, at whom (he let drive 
*' tooth anfd nail for pot knowing a * 
" madman 5 " Lord ! madam,*' lays 
" thefcjlow v^ryipnOQcntljr, ^Hheyfay 
" half of the men and women ii> town 
<' are mad, fo how can I know them 
f* all; befidcs, he afked for hi3 coulin. 

** Why, blockhead!" fays madam, 
" ten times more angry at this fpeech 
** than ever, *' all the mad folks in 
*^ bedlam are coufia Toms and cou- 
"fin Bettys; why the man told 
*^ you at firft he Was a madmen, and 
** fli\l you muft let him in ; but go and 

"get 
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tf get hiin ^^^ %^ ^ faft as you 
H cai)/' The footman, who had no 
«< great ftomach to^ encpunt^r any 
^^ no^n, much lefs a madman, who, 
o as Joe Miller informs you, is as 
M ftrong as two men, becaufe he is 
^ a man befide himfelf, went and firft 
(f openisd the ftreet-doior, then the 
f^ dinifig-room dpor, hoping the mad- 
v^ man, Hfee a wild cat, qr ftrange 
ff dog, m>uld kt glad to m^ke his 
f( e&ape afiber his ipiijchjef, t^ut he 
?f bimlpjf, retreated to the foot of 
5^ the fiairncafe, to be ready to nioyiA: 
i^ in cafe the p^tain too^ a wrong 
i' Curp^ vf\d fi^tno further into the 
ff houfe, when, luckily, in came the 
P mafter. He was afionifbed to fee 
f^both the Areet ^nd dining-room 
^^ doors^Ofieii, find the footman (land- 
*f ing centinel at tbe ftair-feot, but 

** much 
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^y much more fo^ when he percfiire# 
^' the fervanc beckoning him ta€Qme 
" forward 5 " What the (k¥ii ci^ be 
" the matter.with the fellow ?'*'qwth 
*' he: infbntlya voicewithinthe room 
" anfwers, "Upon my foul it was 
** none of my fault,** On. which the 
^' footman, feeing his mafter going to 
" the dining-room, runs toftophim^ 
*' crying, "Pray,Sir,don'tgointothc 
'^ dining-room, there is a madman 
" in it." The captain, feeing it was his 
" coufin^ nimbly advanced, isnd^ 
** (haking his flick at the footman, 
" fays, ** You lye, you fon of a land- 
" lubber -, it is you frclh water var- 
" ment that run mad, and not honeft 
" feamen.'* Then, Ihaking his coufin 
" by the hand, who recollefled him 
" by his voice, elfe would never have 
" gucffed who he was, they both en* 

" tered 
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^< tered the dining-room ; on feeingf 
<* ftich dcflruftion, the maftcr of the 
** houfe was going to ring, to know 
" what was the matter, when the ho- 
*^ neft captain told him it was all his 
** pwn doing. " Which way, for 
" God's fake,'* fays his kinfman j *' I 
** can hardly tell myfclf," fays, the 
captain: ** I have been taken (hort 
in a gale at fea many and many ^ 
time of my life, but fuch a fuddeii 
fquall as this I never met with i for 
'* before I had time to hand a top* 
** fail, or even take in a reef, the (hip 
** was laid on her broadfide, and all 
*« this mifchief done." He then told 
^* him the whole affair fo comically in 
^V the fea dialed, that his coufin en- 
joyed it beyond meafure ^ and^ 
without regarding his lofs, laughed 
«* moft immoderately* Now Ma^ 
Vol. IV. C ;^^dam. 
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?*^ dam, who had locked the d rfl\;ri»fg^ 
*' room door above ftairs^ and rcfolr- 
" ed to keep it fo till the madmiafr 
^y Was gone^ hearing (his uncomhioir 
•• noifc through the kcy-holct, tung 
** the bell to know the reafon \ the 
•• footman told her his mailer wa* 
•' eome in, and feemcd to be ds mad 
•• as the mad coofin^ for they were 
*' laughing till they made all ring 
^' again : Madam could not conceive 
*' which way her hufband could, all 
•• of a fudden, becomic fo meriy at 
^* his lofs ; but, femiile currofity get- 
" tiftg the better of her fears, ftie 
** c*en opened the door^ and went 
•* down to fee her hufband. As he 
•* never enjoyed any pleafure fo well* 
** as when (he Ihared it with him, he 
*' begged the captain to tell the ftory 
^* over again : (he was a woman of 
a " quick. 






<* quicl?; conception, an4 cnj6ycd i$ 
'< to the fjuU a3 much a/s her hufband t 
th? oprn finceri)ty of pur tar*s heart 
could not efcape her penetration i 
jl^e fa>y it through his artlefs tale# 
** and ever fincff takes a pleafure i^ 
** tMkit}g her K^fband-s luckkft 
*• coufin welcome, whenever hi? oqj 
*• cupation permits him to fpend a 
** month in town j but he, ever fince 
" his own pb'rz Received him in the 
•'glafs, «rcfolved to drefs after 
•' his own fancy, fwearing he 
** would never let ^ny jamfoc^cring 
" Frenchfiian make a baboon of T)in(i 
" again; which accounts for thecuri- 
" ous figure he cuts noWj and I icn4* 
•* gine the long flaxen Adonis is en- 
^ tircly his own choice : as for his not 
" knowing his face in the glafs, it is 
^* not much to be wondered at, be- 

C 2i •* caufe 
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«« caufe the French barber had 
<* (beared his black bridles atcnoft a 
^* day's march within the (kin, and he 
•* always thought himfelf clean (hav- 
•« ed, when he left a groupe of black 
" (lumps (licking out of his chin, 
•* not much above a tenth part of an 
^ inch long." 



CHAP. li. 

Sea remarks on land animals. 

« 

AS the captain and his amiable 
coufin bore down before the 
wind, they met a fpruce young gen- 
tleman dreft ala-mode de puppy; 
hisforetop was about nineincheshigh^ 
and on each fide of his empty pate 
hung two large curls, one very near^ 

low 
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low «s hi9 Ihoulder, and the other 
above his ear, but the chaztn betwixt 
tbcm was fo prettily frized, that, by 
the niccft .calculation, he could not 
have been lefs than four hours under 
his frizeur's hands : this figure was 
taking two or three rounds by him- 
felf, out of mere good-nature, that 
every body might, without interrup- 
tion, fee the elegance of his tafle ; 
had he joined any body as tall as him- 
felf, either one fide or the other muft 
have been (haded, and,of confequence, 
Ibme of the company been depriv-. 
ed of the fuperlativcpleafure of view- 
ing fuch an inimitable coxcomb. This 
image, although the few fenfcs he had, 
were fufficiently employed in admira- 
tion of himfclf, yet could it not help 
taking notice of the captain, efpccial- 
ly as he had fo fine a woman hung on 

C3 hit 
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his arm; the copper-faced captain 
V92i^ even with him, for he had mark-* 
ed him half a cablets length before 
he came along-fide of him ; fo tha( 
the moment they mct^ they both 
ftopt fliort as fuddenly as if they had 
been thunder-ftruck ; viewing each 
other, at the fame time, with the mof^; 
fovcreign contempt, each happy in 
in his own hiind, that he was not th^ 
i^^ipicable animal he was looking at. 

JIow contemptible a figure muft a 
rnan make in his own eye, would he 
but fcrioufly reflect, that not only the 
grcatcft pleafures, but the greateft 
miferies of life, ^ring from fqch 
trifles as thefc. 

What fort of remarks the bcau'$ 
brains might produce, or what 

kind 
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kin4 of ideas the captain's figure 

flight create there, I can't fay ; but 

fis tp our African trader, his remarks 

were as g}l)-le^ $s hipifelf. *^ If that 

** fair* weather fp^k,*'fays he, "k,e^s 

^ that top-g^lia^t-fail fet, and dpn^c 

*' carry aw^y his top-maft before he 

^ gets imo port, FU give you leave 

•' to ked-haul ooe, coujGu.^* " You 

^ may giv.c mc leave to do that,'* re- 

|dies Mrs- Loy<ely, **f(ir I don't 

^ knov what kind of a diversion it 

^ is." Xhe words were no fooocr 

out of her mouth, hut they met lady 

* * * ^ powdered and painted up to 

<he e?rs- " Lafla mc to the maih- 

" maft," iays :thc captaio, **' if ifoaie- 

^ body has not put petticqats on it be 

ftcrji-^oft of a putch fly-boat/* 

Fy captain !'* (ays his amiable cou- 

.fio, " that is, the fcimous Lady » * *^ 

^ C A " that 






I 



[ u 3 

" that all the men o( tafte admire fo.'' 
'* Tafte !" fays the captain, " a queer 
** tafte indeed : for my part, I had ra- 
** ther tafte a piece of fait be^f that 
** has made two voyages to the Eaft- 
^^ Indies, than ; tafte that paint and 
*« putty of hers^ why, it would fet the 
** chain-pump of my bowels a-going, 
** and not only bring up all my bilgc- 
•• water, but fend my pluck over- 
** board, through the fcupper-holes," 
This was heathen Greek to coufin 
Lovely ; fo fhe bottled it up, to get an 
explanation from her huiband j and 
only faid, •* But don't you think flie 
^* is a mighty genteel woman, cap- 
" tain.'' " I believe ftie's a fwift fai- 
** ler,'* fays the ?aptain, ^' becaufe (he 
** keeps company with her drag-fail 
^« over-board (meaning her train,) but 
** a fudden fquaJl, I've a notion, 

♦* woul4 
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■* « wotrld ^boh turn her keel uppcr- 
^* mdft, or blow all her rigging to tat- 
** tcrs, and leave her as naked as a 
«' Ihip ^ith bare poles Handing/* 

Juft as he finiflied this fpcech, long 
^ Sir * ••♦ * paffed by them. " Now 
» ** you talk of poles,** fays coufin Love- 
ly, "what do you think of that 
*« ftlck of wood ? could you make any 
* " life of him on Ihip-board ?'* " Yes," 
fays the captain, " after a hard gale, 
*' he would make a very good jury- 
'" maft.^— He's very fine though, coii- 
•«* fin; but his coat, to me, feems as if 
•' it was hung on the yard-arm to dry." 
•' To be fure," fays coufin Lovely, 
** he is not the genteeleft figure you 
*' ever faw ; but, for all that, he has 
^* cut a figure of one fgrt or another, 
•* in and about town, for thefe forty 

, •'.years 
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«< years, and upwards, and a hiftory of 
«« his life, by an able pen, ^ould be 
«< no bad bone for a bookfeller to 
«' pick/* Say you fo, thinks I, then 
why may not my bopkfeller pick a 
bone as well as another ? he feems to 
have both teeth and ftomach ; now to 
vprite the life of thislong-ihank'd beto 
can't furely require grc;iater tajepts^ 
than the awthprof the Life of the Spa- 
11101 rogue pofieft; and, without Vani- 
ty, nuAe I think are equaltpthat geni- 
us : on whkh T marked ,dpwn this 
kn'vght of the mes^re-phiz^ ^ aproper 
fubje&to beg^n my fifth vpliime with. 

Ciiricffity would not fuffer either 
my owner or his friend^ to lofc a 
ikigle remark of the captain*s ; fo theyf 
followed both him and his coufin aif 

neat 



[ n ] 

near as they poflibly could, tb hear 
his futcher aAnotatbns. 

The .next figure that ftruck the 
captain's eye, was Mifs ***, with a 
cap on her head about the fize of a 
bulhel-meafure. ** If that was my 
** wife,** fays the captain, *' run roc 
** down in fifty fathom water, if I would 
t* not bleach all my old main-fails, 
" to find rigging for her top-gaHant- 
^' mafts." " That lady," fays his cou- 
fin Lovely, ** is bgth a very agree^ 
" able, and very fenfible woman; and 
^* yet has that ftrange whim, of wear- 
•• ing her caps like nobody elfe ; now 
•^^ that other folks wear them no big- 
•« ger than a crown piece, that's her 
^* ftandard ; when other ladies in- 
•* creafe/theirs in bulk, I don't doubt 
f* but hers will b^ as near the fize of 

" a fugar- 
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«« a fug^r-hogfliead as the milliners can 
«< make it ; but fuch whims in her 
*' are ufeful to trade, becaufe (he 
** pays pundlually.'* 

The next that took the captain's 
eye, was the charming duchefs of 
A — ' — r, to whom that line of Mil- 
ton's may be properly applied. 

** Grace was in all her fteps/'&c. &c. 

The dignity and eafe with which the 
duchefs moved,' had an inftantaneous 
cfFcft on our artlefs captain, " Aye, 
" there," fays the blunt tar, guided 
by no other judgment than pure na- 
ture, ** there's a frigate moves fo, that 
** a man with half a^i eye may fee 
" her ballaft has been trim'd by work- 
** men." Although bare-poles, top- 
gallant-] 
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gallant- fails, ballad, trimming, and 
drag^fails, were heathen Greek to 
Mrs Lovely, yet the captain applied 
his terms fo much to the purpofc, 
that, in half a dozen more trips, I'll 
anfwer for him, he would have made 

a complete failor of her : but, juft 
then, Mr. Lovely and his friend join- 
ing them, the converfation became 
general, and we had no opportunity of 
hearing any more of the captain's od- 
dities ; therefore contented ourfelves 
with obferving the remarks that other 
people made on the captain, which 
every man did, in the words that 
conveyed the ftrongeft ideas to him- 
fclf ; by which means I quickly knew 
the trade of each witty gentleman 
that chofe to fhow off, by getting a 
fling at our honed tar. 

CHAR 
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CHAP. III. 
l^and ammals r^urnivg tH c$mp}im^nii 

A City wooUen-drsipcr, who was 
taking his hulf-crown's wprth 
of rounds in tbax hor&-mill» with ^ 
long fword on, fays to a merc?r> hi^ 
coQGipanion^ who waa likewife a 
fwordfman for the night;, ** Did you 
** ever, George, fee fuch a pattern ^a 
♦* that* there piece of fluff? (mqaning 
otar honcft captain.) "F^itV* iaysthe 
mercer, ** I have been Jaokipg thi^ 
" three rounds, and can't pfiake oyt 
** whether his fabric is Turkey cpt- 
** ton, or Engliftx linfey-wQolfey." 
Mn Threctincs the cutler, told hia 
lady, who was hanging on his arm, 

'* That 
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*• That he never faw fuch a qticcf 
•' Wade before.'* Mr. Difcount, the 
banker, faid, '• He never fet his eyef 
on fuch an unnegotiabk piece of 
pap^r.'* Mr. Quarto, the book-* 
jfeUcr, ftid, •« He never law a man ib 
« bddly bound up in his life/' Mn 
ftngle-eye, the great telleicc^-ma^ 
ker, (aid, ** He never efpied fuch « 
•^fpeflratle fincfe he firft peeped 
"through a tube.*' My Lady Mufli- 
room declared, *«Shc never beheld 
" fuch a harrabel looking felkr." Mr. 
Pepper-box, - the filvcr-fmith, faid, 
^^ Let hini be what countryman he 
•* would, he plainly perceived, he 
•^ wanted a great dear of rcfihing.** 
The feller of. ftoves and fenders, 
** thought him very badly poliflied.*^ 
The watchmaker faid, *• He never 
^ few fuch aftrange movement.'* Mr. 

Kneeband 



I 



Knccband, the great taylor, who, like 
the reft, was a fwordfman for that 
night, faid, " He never few apiece of 
** work, cut fo much out of the fa- 
** Ihion.'* Mr. Beaver, the hatter, 
faid» ^^ Not on]y his hat, but his 
** whole body was ftrangely cocked.** 
Mifs Blondlace, the milliner, faid, 
*• She was fure his face had never 
** been clear-ftarchcd.** Mr. Tripple- 
ftamp, the attorney, declared, •• He 
** never few a piece of parchment fo 
'* vilely indented.'* And Pinchbeck 
&id, "He could not»guefs what me- 
" tal he was made of." To wrap all 
thefe pithy obfervations neatly up, I 
kept wilhing Mr. Foote might come 
by, and fee our tar; bccaufe I was cer- 
tain one (hort fentence of his, would 
contain more than the whole collec- 
ticm of thefe mahufadturing wits put 

together ; 



Hi 
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l^thecy and have turned mjr ftoirjr 

itktqi gn epigf am, by ending it with a 
poinl;; buc» uftlyckily, ht was not 
there that evening : I muft, therefore^ 
beg the favour of every reader to 
pleafe himfelf) by fubftltuting fome- 
tfibg of his own, in lieu of what he 
thiaks Mr. Foote would have faid. 
Ma reada can't pjeafe himfelf with 
hts own thoughts, I am fure it would 
bf^out of my power to do it; but, 
ptf tmtra^ if he can pleafe himfelf, he 
will be much better fatisfied, than if 
even a genuine ton mot frotti that un« 
rivalled genius had clofed my narra^ 
tk>n. 



Vol. IV. D CttAR 
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CHAP. IV. 

Different kinds of motions. 

1 Still continued, to my great fa* 
tisfaftion, to remain inl the hands 
of Mr. Derbylhir^i who carried me, 
and a friend, down to his feat in Sur- 
ry \ the afternoon, it being Saturday, 
they fpent in fiihing. And on Sun- 
day morning they attetfded divine 
fervice. Mr. DerbyChire never fail- 
ed doing that^ not only ffom the die-* 
tates of his own good fenfe, but to iet 
a proper example to his tenants, la- 
bourers, and domeftic fervants. They 
heard an excellent fermon, from a 
grave, reverend, plain-looking cler- 
gyman : but Mr, Derbyfliire's friend 

could 
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fc&iiid hot help taking notice, as they 

VetUrned from chbrch, that he muft 

be a foreignfer, by the ftfahge twang 

bf feveral vrords, ** Yes,** fays Mr. 

Derbyfhire, '* he is a foreignier 5 for 

^^ he Was born iti a cbuntry that lies 

*« weft of Weft-Chefter : he will dine 

^' with us, ahd th^n you will have an 

•^ opportunity of Convei^firig with a 

** downright, hondft creature 5 that 

^^ has juft as mlich learning a^ is 

" proper to lead a country flock, but 

** not enough to miflead them. He 

** is gon6 to look after his own con- 

<* cerns for an hour, but he knows 

** dinner-time ; in the interim, 1 will 

«* give ydu the hiftory of this honeft 

" Hibernian, who is the real, origi- 

«* nal inventor of that third motion of 

•* the fun, which every man tells, of 

11 a parfOh belonging to his dwn coun- 

D 2 ?' try. 
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** try.; What countryman the facc- 
«* tious Joe Miller makes him, I 
** can*t fay 5 not having the honour of 
^* reading that profound' author fince 
" I was ten years of age: but, on this 
** you may depend, that, in fpite of 
" all attempts ot ftory-tellers, to fteal 
^^ that honour from him, my honeft 
" reftor is the true original motionr 
f maker. I have heard the ftory fo 
'^ often from my father, that I can 
^' give it you verbatim. 

• 

*' About forty years ago, my far 
*^ ther being then a batchelor, from 
*' which, as 1 ^ver my mother was aa 
** honeft woman, you'll naturally infei^ - 
" I was not born J and your inference 
«« will prove juft and true. My fa- 
^« ther, who, for the reft of the ftory, 
*« I (hall call the 'fquire, for fhortnefs, 

6 « in 
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<< in imitation of the tenants, (who 
*' have conferred that honour froni 
*• him to me,) came down to fpend 
<< the Saturday afternoon, and Sun« 
^' day, as you and I have done. On 
*^ his entrance into the church, he e- 
" fpied a ftrange uncouth figure, with 
^* Ipng hair, that looked as if it had 
<< been well combed with his fingers^ 
>^ mounted behind the reading-deflc, 
** ready cocked, to give fire, the mo- 
** ment the 'fquire appeared; and, the 
" inftant he entered the door of his 
" pew, the reverend ftrange figure 
" began, *' I will arife, and go to my 
" father." " Will you !'* mutters the, 
" 'fquire, " then you muft go in- 
<* to Ireland *, for he can be no £ng- 
lifliman, Fll be fworn." The *fquir^ 
was quite right in his conje&ure $ 
but, for ail that, Teague read the 

D 3 *' prayer* 
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<« prayers with fuch becoming decent 
^« cy, that he pleafed him greatly ; in 
f« fhort, when he mounted the pul- 
*« pit, the Tquire prepared himfclf to 
" liftcn with great attention to the 
« honcft maq, 

f'^ After Teague, in the prologue 
•* ufed to fef mon$, had prayed for the 
*' king, queen, and royal family, with 
*' more fincerity than I am apt to 
** think fevcr^l former bifliops ever 
^^ did) he proceei^ed tq his text, apd 
« gave ou^, 

•* The loth cl^aptcr of Jo(hua| 
?* verfe 13 th. 

« And the fun ftood ftilh 

•* This he repeated twice ; then, 
*5 fftfhiAg up as much phlegm as ^le 

♦* thought 
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^^ thoughit would clear his lungi 
*' for the whole job, he ^ wiped 
** his mouth with a new handkerchief^ 
^ that coft him a half thirteen in 
"Ireland, and whiph had never 
" peeped out of the paper it was 
^^ wrapped in, till the minute before 
" he mounted the reading-defl^. As 
^( it was his only handkerchief, what 
*^ Ihifc he made all the way he came, 
** fome of the laborious writers of folios 
^^ on probabilities and poflibilitie^ may 
" perhaps make out, but I have no 
<< guefs^folfhall fay nothing about it, 

<' My beloved," fays thi$ T^a^i^e- 
lander, " you muft underftand, 
<^ that before the flood, the fun had 
** but one motion ; he ufed to rife in 
^^ the weft, and fet in the eaft, with- 
in* out having occalion to change his 

P ij. t^_ courfe 
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^ courfe in the leaft ; butt after thft 
^Vflpod, when mankind grew almoft 
<< as wicked as they are now, God 
*' Almighty was forced to work mi- 
^< racles for thetH, and now and then 
*^ change the very motions of the fun; 
"fothat, inftead of one, hefgot three 
•' motions* Firft, there was his an- 
** cient progreffive motion, of going 
<* forward from the weft to the eaft. 
<* Thirdly, there was his retrogade 
«* motion, when he went back ten 
" degrees, upon good king Hezeki- 
** ah's account. And, Secondly, and 
<< laftly, there was the motion men« 
J* tioned in my text : 

•* And the fun ftood ftia" 

*^ Now the fun's progreffive motioni 
<* from the weft to the eaft, had 

♦* rather 
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«* had rather fttrtled the 'fquirca h't- 
^^ tie ; but when he same to this mo- 
<< tion of ftanding ftill, ian involunta- 
« ry motion of his mufeles became 
«« too powerful l;or him to fupprcfs ; 
** therefore, being nigh the door, he 
" fuffered a progreffive motion due 
^« north, to carry his body out of the 
*« church, leavingTeague to make bis 
<^ congregation ftare at his profound 
^ learning and knowledge. When he 
. " thought Teague'sfcrmonwasfinilh- 
« cd, he fent a fcrvant to defire him 
** to come and take a dinner with him; 
^ which friendly invitation the honefb 
^^ curate made as little bones in ac- 
" cepting, as he did in fwallowing' 
*« half a large plum-pudding, which 
" the cook had made, without think- 
" ing of any clergyman's dining 
*| there} and, therefore, the body of 

"black- 
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^ black'-coats don't, I hope, fufpefl:, 

< I meant any refleftion on the cloth, 

< by introducing a plum-pudding. 
* I would avoid giving oflfence, as 

< mych as lies in my power; but 
^ (han't hide the truth to pleafe any 

cloth. 



« Th?'fquirehadhe*d,|^eforeth€ 
* honeft curate reached the Hall- 

< houfe, that his fermon had givjca 
' ?^mazing content. When the par- 
' fon^^me in, he mad? an apology 

< to him^ for the fuddeii occaiion that 
^ obliged him to leave church : 
^ But the lofs/' fays he, " was mine ; 

< for I h^y miffed a mofi excellent 
'fermon?^" By St. Patrick did 
*ypu," faysTeague, "for I never 

< took fo much pains with a fermon 
\ in my life, nor never will again.** 

"Now 
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♦«. Now Teaguc, being a churchman, 
** never fwore by Jafqs, as the lay^ 
^' ipcn of that nation often do. In 
?« (hort, the 'fquirq found, that his 
*^ re£kor, who had the honogr to be 
^^ a^ Iri(hma(i himfelf, hadfentfor 
** this poor honeft fellqw, to be his 
'^ curate -, and, the mqment he was 
** imported, had difpatched him down 
** to preach an approbation-fermon. 
*' If he was liked, he was to have a 
^' room in the parfopage houfe; 
" twenty pounds a year, and a piece 
*> of ground for potatoes* In the 
** figging* planting, hoeing, &c. of 
M which he was to the full as good a 
hand, as in making fermons. The 
'fquire, finding the honeft Milefiaa 
•*. had an excellent heart, refolved to 
^' fix him in his parilh ; and told him, 
J* he would anfwer fpr the parifhior 

** ncrs 
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^ ners approving the rcftor's choice ; 
«* and, to make it the more agreeable 
*' to him, he would, not only add five 
^ guineas a-year to his fallary, but, if 
** he found his piece of potatoe- 
*' ground too fmall to keep him in 
•* employ, he would give him as 
** large a' piece as he could make ufe 
*' of, fo as not to interfere with his 
•* fermon-making, ** Arrah, my dear 
** joy," fays Teague^ «' the more po- 
** tatoe-gro«nd I have, the more 
•' good ferrtions I fliall make ; for my 
** beft thoughts always come, when I 
*^ am hard digging." The *fquire be- 
** ing pretty well convinced, that 
*• Teague muft have dug hard for evc- 
♦* ry thought in his fermon, except 
** that motion of ftanding ftill, which 
** came fpontaneoufly ; could not 
<* help fmiling, to fee how luckily the 

" boglander 
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*< boglander had ftumbled on the 
J* truth. 

" After an hour's further conver* 
•* fation with this innocent, uncor* 
rupted churchman, the 'fquirc, 
finding a good heart, in th^ center 
" of a moderate capacity, looked up- 
^' on him, as the propereft man in the 
" kingdom,for his parifli : being con- 
** vinccd he would not onlyfetagood 
** example, by his own induftry, but 
*^ give the ml fuch difcourfes as would 
" never miflead them, becaufe they 
*^ would feldom be able to under- 
** ftand them ; he, therefore, gave 
" him his firft year's fallary of five 
•* guineas, in advance ; judging two 
*' things might have happened : the 
•^ firft was, that aUhovgh this reve- 
^J rend Paddy had rode poft on foot 

*< froni 
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*« from Cheftcr ; yet expcncts, eVefl 
*< that way of travelling, might run 
** high, in proportion to his finances j 
** and the next was, that his reftor 
« would never think of aifking liim 
«' ahy queftions about it ; but judge . 
" it fufficicnt, if he paid a quarter's 
" wages', when it was earned. Mer- 
** lin, the conjurer of all conjurers^ 
** could not have divined better than 
** the *fquire did, though he never 
*' ftudied a fingle line of the black 
" art in his life. 

" Before the honeft potatde-plant- 
** ef retreated to his apartrnent in the 
•• parfonage-houfe, the 'fquirc told 
^* him, he would fend a handfome 
** gown and caflbck from town, for 
•* him to wear on Sundays ; to keep 
•* up the proper refpedl thit ought to 
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<< be paid by the parilhioners t6 theh* 
^^ teacher ^ then, defiring him not to 
** trouble his head about any knotty 
^< points of religion, but to preach 
*' the golden rule to his tenants, of 
*^ doing to all men as they would be 
•' done by themfelves ; to love and 
*' affift each other ; mind their own 
•* concerns on the week-days, and ap- 
*' pear decently drefs'd at church 
•* on Sundays ; to pay their de- 
** votions to their Maker, and 
" keep the Sabbath holy j *• That, I 
•' think," fays the fquire, " is the fum 
** Of all religion." " By St. Patrick," 
** fays Teague, ** and a very good 
** fum too." Whether the honeft 
curate, by the word goodfum^ meant 
the fum of all religion, or the 
fum of five guineas, which he had 
gotten fafe in his pocket, for the life 

of 
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0f m^i i never could guefs ; if Vcni 
can, reader^ you b^ye the advantage 
of me 5 but I fear we fliall never 
know^ becaUfe the fquire's delicacy 
would not let him aik the good 
man any queftions about it» left it 
(hould Ippk like putting him in 
mind of the fm^l fum he had gi« 
ven him; therefore, that matt^, 
though a matter of fuch confe- 
quence to the learned world, muft 
remain a profound fecret ; unlefs one 
of my fag^iOus readers happens, by 
the dint of his own fuperior under- 
ftanding tofind it out, and fix it with 
as much certainty as a great church- 
man has the Divine Legation^ 



€< 



The •fquire,'' fays Mr. Derbyfliire, 
** finding the honeft parfon bottled 
«« up every word he faid to him^ as 

care- 
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^* carefully as if it had been true 
^ Irilh ufquebaughy could not part 
^^ with him, without a word or two 
** more of advice." 

** Doftor," fays he (I caH you doc- 
*' tor, becaufe 1 don't deliga to leave 
*< till I have made you one; and, adds 
** he, I don't fee any reafon why an 
** honed: man Ihould not be made a 
*< do£tor now and then) take great 
<^ care how you attempt to make any 
*^ innovations or akerations in reli- 
^^ gion. I cannot better imprint in 
^ your mind, the danger of making 
^' innotations in religion, than by tell- 
** ing the ftory of an honeil, well- 
^* meaning parfon, in Cumberland^ 
** whofe zeal to lead his flock a fhorc 
*• way to heaven, had like to have 
*^ been attended with much mifchief. 

Vol. IV. E "had 
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** had he not luckily prevented it itt 

*' time." 



CHAP. V. 

The danger of innovations. 

*'/Tr^His good man, you muft know; 
X '' this Cumberland preacher of 
" the gofpel, obfcrving that his con- 
" gregation had no great notion of 
" a heaven, whofe joys confifted in 
finging hallelujahs, without a word 
of eatihg ^nd drinking, when thfc 
** morning- fervice was over, took 
" upon him, after the example of 
" Mahomet, to make a heaven, that 
*' he fancied would fuit the tafte of 
" his flock ; thinking, like the priefts 
** of all religions, there could be no^ 
•* harm in biting men out of their 

' ' *« fenfes, 
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** fenfes, provided it was for the good 
« of their fouls. *' To be fure,'* fays 
*• Teaguc very innocently. He there- 
^* fore told them in one of his bct- 
^* ter-beft fermons, that, provided 
*' they led a godly life, and bore their 
^^ hardfhips witk Chriftian patience,. 
*' they would certainly gp to thaiC pare 
"of heaven, where they would 
** have fufficient amends made for all 
the hungry, hard'-working days 
they underwent in this world 5 for 
" he would infure them a hot plum- 
*' pudding upon the table, exaAly 
•* at twelve o* clock every day, be- 
^' fides beans and bacon, and bottled 
" §le in plenty. He thought if this 
" would not tempt the hungry 
** rogues to mend their maancrs, 
** and lead a godly life, nothing 
*^ would ; but, like what is done 
" to our ads of parliament, he was 

E 2 ' *« obliged 
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" obliged the Sunday after, to make 
^^ additions and emendlations to his 
fermon ; for, between Sunday and 
Sunday, two of the mod: hungry of 
^^ his parifhioners ha(fged themfelves, 
" about eleven o* clock in the morn- 
ing, in order to get to heaven juft 
in pudding'time ; upon which the 
** parfon told them the next Sunday, 
** that whoever haftened their dcparr 
•' ture out of this world, would cer- 
** tainly go where they would meet 
*' with pudding indeed, and plum- 
*« pudding too ; but the plUms 
♦* were red-hot bullets, and the faucc 
*^ burning brimftone, which a devil 
*< of a footman, in a flaming livery, 
•* made them fwallow by laddlefuls, 
<^ as fauce for their hoc bullets. 
« Think," fays he, " my belov- 
<^ ed friends, what a fine condition 



** our 
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<' our two neighbours are in at pre- 
" fcnt, by their fo rafhly jumping out 
" of the frying-pan into the fire. I 
" affure you, could they come back 
«* again, they would be well content* 
^' ed to bear all the hardfhips of this 
•* world, and live fix thoufand years, 
** in lieu of fixty, upon mouldy rye- 
" bread and four buttcf-milk, inftcad 
** which, every laddleful of the red 
** hot fluff they now fwallow, runs 
" their tripes fo upon fnick-fnarls,th^t 
" they do nothing but roar from 
" meal to mealj without ceafing, and 
" there they muft roar for ever and 
"ever/' 

" This fermon had its defircd ef- 

« fcft i and no moire of his pariflwo- 

" ners are fince gone a plum-pud- 

•** ding-hunting : but, for fear of lo- 

" fing any more of his flock, the 

B 3 " parfon 
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^^pirfoh takes plirticulir care, in all 
** the fcrmons he makes fince, not to 
^< mention a fingle word of the pud* 
** ding. I would have you, there-^ 
"fore, fays the Tcjuire, " to take, 
great care never to cook them 
up a new diOi of either pud- 
^' ding, or any thin^ elfe. '* Indeed 
** I will not, my dear honey,'* fays 
*^ Teague ; " fince that is the cafe, 
** there (hall not a fingle potatoe 
grow in heaven, out of any of my.^ 
fermons ; though I think it ^ moft 
•• heavenly fruit. 

" Juft then, Mr, Derbyfhire's car- 
** riage comirtg to tlie door, he (hook 
** the honcft Hibernian cordially* by 
** the hand, and left him to retire to 
** the corner of the parfonage-houfe, 
" the moft contented man upon 

" earth 5 
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^ earth ; and away he drove ta 
**town. 

«' In the morning, the *fquire br- 
<^ dfired a$ handfome a gown and 
•^ caflbck a$ ever was made for a dou- 
«' ble chinn'd pluralift, and fent it 
^ down to the honeft curate. The 
*« iirft time he put it oil, he kept his^ 
•* eyes fp fix*d upon it, that be broke 
«' his flhins three Qrfpur times over 
** th^ wooden gravie-flones, of which 
** a pretty good mimber flood be- 
*' tween the parfonagc-houfe and thje 
*' church^'door ; but, as he returned, 
<* he fared much worfe ; for He 
^« a&ually tuoibied over one of the 
** ill fpelt monuments of the dead, 
*♦ and put his thumb fo ftrangely out 
^*' of joint, that he was never able to 
** hold a pen again •, but, as it prov- 

E 4 " ed 
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*^ cd no impediment to his ufing a 
** fpadc, the 'fquire thought it rather 
a lucky accident than otherwife, 
and direflly bought him an excel- 
" lent fet of manufcript fermons, 
" which would be the bcft means, he 
thought, not only of faving Teaguc 
the trouble of explaining, whether 
*• the fun moved in a ftraight line or 
^* a circle, when he ftood ftill ; but ^I- 
" fo, of giving him time to cultivate 
•' his favourite underground heaven- 
ly fruit, called potatoes ; the confe- 
quence of all which was, that in 
*• five years tinie, no parifli in Eng- 
" land, Scotland, Wales, or Ireland, 
*' could boaft of fuch a fet of good 
** parifliioners, or fuch crops of ex- 
«« ccUcnt potatoes •, and all owing to 
^ the parfon's good example/' 

2 Learn 
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Learn hence, ye bilhops, priefts, 
and deacons, how much example is 
fuperior to precept. 

CHAP. VL 

Potatoes as good as Cbejhire cbeefe^ to 
help to Jigeji roaft beef. 

•* TT is now," continues Mr. Der- 
A byfliire, " about feven years, 
^' iince I had the pleafure of fulfil- 
** Jing my father's intentions,, of be- 
^* flowing the living upon this ho- 
^^ neft potatoe-planter, and am pleaf- 
^^ ed to find, it has made no man- 
•'*ner of alteration in his way of life; 
** he is the fame induftrious creature 
" he ever was.; and, fo great an enc- 
*^ my to innovations, that he has nei- 
*' ther changed the fafhion of his 

coat 
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<< coat or (hoes, or loll a (ingle accent 
^ of his native brogue, during the 
*^ whole forty years he has rcfided 
«Jiere/^ 

Juft then the honeft parfon appear- 
ed : his compliment always to Mr; 
Derbylhire was, •* Shave you, my 
** good patron." Then, turning to 
** the gentleman, fays, ** Shave you, 
« Sir." Mr, Dcrbylhire's friend, not 
being ufed to Teague's dialeii5b» fud« 
denly clapt his hand to his chin^ 
tfiinking his fervant^ had forgot to 
fliave him ; bm he quickly recollect- 
ed himfelf, and juft then, the dinner; 
bell gave notice, that the roaft beef 
had marched from the center of the 
fpit to the center of a large filver 
difii ; at which inilant I obferved, 
th^t the parfon's tongue ihot out 

of 
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of his mouth, and moved three times 
from the eaft comer of his lips to 
the weft, and back again, with great 
velocity. Some people,- in a vulgar 
phrafe, would call this licking his 
lips 'y, but, I think, it was only by way 
of oiling then), either to make them 
open with more eafe, when the hot 
beef came to demand entrance, or 
prevent it from burning them, if it 
happened to touch,, in its paflage to 
thy grinders : be it which way it 
would, the precaution wss no bad 
one; and no clergyman need be 
^ihamed of following the example of 
fo harmlefs a creature. 

« 

Mr. Derbyfliire's friend was great- 
ly pleafed with the honeft parfon^s 
downright artlefs manner of expref- 
fing himfelf, though there happened 

not 
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not to be any thing brilliant enough 
iii that afci^rnoon's converfation, to 
fuit the taftc of my readcr$, I mean in 
the convcrfation after dinner y as for 
the dinner itfelf, it would havefuited 
any man's tafte, from a cobler up to 
a king ^ the beef was delightful^;; and 
my good friend, doftor Teague, fent 
down fuch a quantity, that I foon 
perceived he made ufe of Sunday, to 
furnifli his ftore-rpom with fleflipro- 
vifions for the whole week ; and then 
he had nothing to do, but ftuflF in po- 
tatoes by way of bread to it, till the' 
next Sunday -, for not one morfel of 
bread did he touch at the 'fquire's, 
but fent almoft all the infide, and 
three large cuts of the outfide of the 
firloin, with a leg and the flefhy part 
of the wing of a hare, to keep them- 
felves company, till' he had time to 

difpatch 
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difpatch half the pudding^ after 
them 'j thefe lay very contentedly, and 
vrere fure to be reinforced with a 
quarter of a peck of potatoes at 
night, which, repeated morning, 
Boofi, and night, on the week-days, 
. brought on a good digeftion, and 
prepared our dodor for a Sunday's 
campaign agafh. 

I faid I would not mention any 
thing of the converfation ; but I can- 
not forbear one little article, as it 
Ihews our doctor's artlefs ideas. 

** Doaor,'* fays Mr. Derbyfliirc's 
friend, *' Ihave heard, that your coun- 
*« try is famous for ufqucbaugh.** 
" Yes, very famous," fays the Hi- 
bernian. "Pray, doftor," fays the 
friend, " what do they make it of; 

" for 
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« for I never taftcd any." " Nor t 
*' neither, burn me," fays the doftor, 
" but 1 fancy they can make it of no- 
** thing bur butter-milk and fugar^ 
*' and red French claret wine ; 
*> bccaufe^ they fay if is fuch very 
" good ftufF/* " It can't be that^ 
** doftor/' fays Mr. Derbylhire, " bc^ 
^Vcaufe it is a nfiixture ufed as a 
*« dram." Our Teague, who had no 
idea of any body takipg a dram, .un- 
lefs he was not well, anfwers, •* that it 
" could not be a mixture for a dram, 
*' becaufe he heard his countrymen 
" drank it for plcafure 5 but, for a 
" dram when the ftcmach was out of 
** order, he had a very pretty mixtui« 
*vhimfelf, which had lafted him a- 
" bov€ eight years, and always did 
" him great fervicc/* " Pray, Doc* 
" tor,** fays Mr. Derbyfliirie, " what 

" mixture 
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** mixture may it be.'* " Your de-^ 
** parted fathcr,my honoured t)atron/' 
fays Teagjtie, " gave me a little 
*' dram*bottle that holds three pints i 
^^ and he gave me a dozen quart bot- 
** ties, and a dozen pint bottles of 
** rum 5 lb I put one of the quart 
" bottles, and one of the pint bottles 
" together^ to fill my dram-bottle, 
*• andj when it iiout, I do the fame ; 
*' and a very pretty mixture it 
" makes, I affurc you ; but . five or 
*• fix of the pints I made punch of, 
•' without mixing at all.** 

This little fpcll of the doc- 
tor's converfation I could not pre- 
vail on myfelf to pafs over in fi- 
lence ; although, as my reader was 
not with me to fee the grave face 
with which he pronounced it, he may 
pofilbly find no meaning at all in it ^ 

i but 
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but all the joke might lay in the 
' dodor's folemn face. 

By this time coffee came, on which 
the dodtor's tongue made the ufual 
preparation for hot work, by filling 
the dry pores of his lips with 
moifture ; then fwallowing five 
cups fo hot, that for ten feconds 
after each cup, his throat fmoak'd 
like a brewer's chimney, he left 
Mr. Derbyfhire his benediftion, 
and retired : and the two friends 
came away to town's where, the next 
morning, I parted from Mr. Der- 
byfhire. I fhould have left him with 
a heavier heart, had it not been on 
fo good an occafion •, but he lent me 
with fo chearful a hand to a fhop^ 
keeper that applied to him in great 
dUtrefs, that I ^as afiiam'd to fet 

any 
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any felfifti views, prevent mc from 
partaking in tbe pleafure, his being 
able 10 afllft bis fellow creature feem* 



cd to giveiiim* 



CHAP. VII. 

if* account of an amazing^ tOonderful^ 
uncommon injlrument. 

AFTER pafling thro* the hands 
of fix or fcven fellows, whofe 
pbiz2es I had hardly time to furvey^ 
I was paid to a fh^rp-looking, dim 
t^nimal, to whom his neighbours had 
given the name of John the Rat* 
catcher. 

John *♦*, furrtainedtheRatcatch-' 

er, is an honeft toyman at this ebd 

Vol. IV. F pf 
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of the town,, and a very great genius 
in his way ; but non omnibus^ &c. he is 
fuch an excellent hand at procuring 
patents, that he has got one for the 
fole direftion of people's fingers in 
the dark, when the thoughts of a- 
ny particular affair ftrikes them*. 
^Whether his majefty's patent fays, 
that theyfhan't know, without John*s 
inftrument, if they are in the right 
place or not, I won't pretend to affert, 
having never read the royal piece of 
parchment -, but I know, if I was a 
king, and poflcffed of that power, I 
would never have granted it away to 
any fubjeft whatever, but have the 

direfliing 

• This, we may judge, may allude to a pa- 
tent fomebody^ took. out for an inftrument to 
dire£l his majefty's good fubjedls, where to 
carry their fingers, to m^ke memorandums in 
the night. 



dircifting of people's fingers myfelF. 
j^— Feeling is a very nice affair ; and no* 
body fliould feel for me, if I was a 
king ; at leaft, as long as my own 
fenfe of feeling lafted, which, I hope, 
will be both his majefty's cafe and 
mine feventy years longer at leaffi. 

Whether John outwitted his maf^ 
ter, or not, in gaining fuch a patent, 
by reprefenting matters as the law- 
yers do in Weftminfter-hall, in a 
quite different light from what they 

ought to be ; or his M y did it out 

of the regard he bears to John's 
Iharp phiz •, or the clerks did it, for 
the fake of an article, czWcd ready 
money^ (for which aforefaid article, I 
am told, if you defire it, they will 
draw you out a patent, for the fole 
occupying of grazing farxps^in the 

F 2 Iky, 



fky,) I know not ; bqt certatnit i«^ 
that if you p^y John or^y the ftim of 
five fliillings for bis inftrqn^ajt; whepi 
you have bad your fingers at any cer- 
tain place, if in an hour's time, or 
two or three, no matter which^ tht 
fame thought, x>r (bme tiling bordex^ 
ing upon it, Ibould ftrike you again,, 
by the help of this &id inftf ument of 
John's, and a UttJe groping into the 
bargain, you aoay gut fs almoft to a 
certainty, whether you are in the ve- 
ry individual place, or an inch higher 
or lower than where you groped laft ; 
then, if you have your pencil in your 
band, or your pen full of ink, you 
may fiill to work diredly. I own I 
fiiould like to work with my pen full 
pf ink, bieqaufe tht e(re6bs of fuch 
naemorandums often appear for fifty 
W fixty yrars after; whereas the 

work 
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%ork of a dry pencil, like Solomon^i 
way of a man with a maid, leaves no 
traces behind it. 

I cannot forbear obferving, that if 
this inftrument was the invention of 
the John I am fpeaking of, or any o- 
ther John, that lie has been very 
ihort in his recommendation of it ; 
or, as the malign part of the world 
are pleaitd to nickname it, puffing ic 
oflF; for, if it be ufeful to make 
feeing people write in thfe dark, 
it fure can dire^ blind people to 
write in the day time ; as nobody cart 
d^ny, but they are in the dark, afleep 
or awake : this is a hint I give this 
John, or the proper John, whoever 
he is, out of pure good- will to all en- 
terprifing geniufes, aiid defire he will 
fiQt fail to enlarge upon fo fliining a 
f F 3 difcovery. 



jdifcovery, in- a front advertife^ 
ment, in the Morning Chronicle, 
which paper I always read, as it is in-? 
ferior to none in matter, and fo far fu-^ 
perior in good print, that it faves mQ 
the expence of fpe(5tacles. 



CHAP. VIII; 

Fr elude to fome light tragical readings 

THIS inftrument of inftruments, 
with fcveral other pretty in-- 
yentions the world is obliged to John 
fpr ; yet, amidft all thefe qualifica-f 
tions, and fundry more that John 
ppfieffes, I am forry to fay it, but he 
is accufed of having a hard lieart tOr 
wards his fellow creatures, and is 
{ppre than fuTpefte^ of laying a 

fcheme 



r 7' 1 

of the mod horrible piece of barbari- 
ty that ever entered into the heart 
of man, woman, or child. 

Now will I, my learned friend, 
Mr. Circulating Librarian, indulge 
you with a chapter of true tragical 
light reading, to pleafe your tafte ; 
for John's was a fcheme not only to 
deftroy, but to make his fellow crea- 
tures, eat each other : the dreadful 
thought has affeded my nerves fo 
much already, that I am obliged to 
lay out a penny for a dram, to pre- 
vent me from wafting two penny- 
worth of ink, by fhaking it out of my 
pen, and deftroying my paper with 
unmeaning blots. 



F 4 CHAP, 
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V rz A P« xXij 

I Have beeit fmacking, and 
fmackihg, and fmackiRg thit 
half hour, and can'e get th^ fmackof 
this confounded geneya out of my 
xi^outh^I never tiilled fuch aboitunabk 
ih^ff in my life : ftinking malt ipirits 
iVith fufty juhiper-berries 5 and yet 
the rogue will f^e me out, that he 
buys it of a worthy magiftrate in the 
city^ and pays the beft price for it. 
But I don't mind what fuch rogws as 
as he fay ) for, if a worthy magiftrate's 
charaAer could be fuUied by what 
pot-houfc fellows prate, you would 
hardly iSnd one honeft man on the 

bf ncfe ; 
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bench ; but^ if there was onr, and he 
happenedi to fall, he might lay till 
doomfdaf^ for want of another to take 
bim up. 

I wi(h I had my penny again, with 

a^U my hearty and the dram was in 

the fellow's boDtle or belly, or any 

wfaere^ but where it is. Milton talks 

of darkncfs vi&blc, hut the very 

^mes of this geneva have a viitble: 

ftinki if an alderman^ can do fuch 

things as fell fuch ftuff, farewell all — 

but I won't believe it 5 fo the rafcal 

may fwear himfelf Wind, if he pleafes 5 

he fliaU have no more of my cuftom, 

ni promife hrm ; I wonder the dog 

had not the impudence to fay, he 

bought it of a member of parliament? 

and then he would have clenched 

(he matter* 

It 
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Ts there no police in this country ? 
are his majeily's fubjeds to be poi- 
foned without any redrefs ? if the 
houfe won't take it into cojifidcra- 
tidn, do you, my wife-looking friends 
at Hickes's-hall look about you, and 
grant your licences with a fparing 
hand ; examine well the looks of eve- 
ry fellow that applies, and report 
him to your chairman, if he happens 
to be blind, or let him hear the 
rogue fpeak, and he'll fee him better 
than you all together. 

. But I had well nigh loft both John 
and his tragical ftory. |You fee, rea- 
der, the bad efFedts of drinking to 
excefs ;^ had I been content with a 
halfpenny-worth, inftead of a whole 
penny-worth, I Ihould have been 
plagued with only half the ftink and 
half the heart-burn ; but, nemo morta- 

Hum 
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Hum cmnibus boris fapit — ^I muft, 
with patience, let my bowels fry an 
hour longer, and take c^re, in future, 
when I have money, how I lay it out 
io inconfiderately. 

This patent-getting John never 
thought of getting a pateiit to clear 
his own houfc of rats ; and, there- 
fore, was plagued with them to fuch 
a degree, that he bore the whole race 
as great a grudge as ***** * does 
******, for which reafon revenge 
took pofleffion of his whole frame, 
and his mind was continually at work, 
how to wreak his vengeance on the 
long-tailed generation. This makes 
me the morefurprifed, that hefhould 
not think of a patent j but people's 
over- eagernefs to execute a fcheme, 
makes them often overlook the only 

mean^ 
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hfeans of atcomplilhing it however,* 
chance at laft furnilhed John with ah 
opportunity not only of revenge, but 
of fliewing the barbarity of his^difpo- 
fition, in his mode of revenge : here 
again would my nerves give way, but 
the funk of the geneva keep^ them 
as tight as a drum, 

A cafk came, direfted to John, 
with four hams in it, one for himfelf^ 
and three for other peopk, to whom 
John was defired to fend them, but 
was impowered to chufe which be 
liked bed for himfelf. John chofe 
like a man of judgment; he chofe the 
heavieft, by, at leaft, fix pounds, 
hung it up in the chimney corner, 
and fent the . reft according to ordcr^ 
John's maid (though fhe had never 
procured a patent in her life) had ra- 
ther 



C 77 ]. 
thcximire experience in barm thani 
even John hinofelf, (though he was 
a man of univerfal knowledge) ; ihe 
foon perceived) that the ham was 
too dry i^hen it came, ib would 
rather W4nt moifture than beat; having 
lilcewife a good nofe, ihe foielt that it 
was very well finoaked with wood^ 
and, therefore, needed none of John's 
fulphureous fea-coal fmoke ; on which 
ihefflplacedit in the caik again, and 
buried it (bug under ftraw, to imbibe 
altideof theraoftureof tbecellar^ 
rather than be dried to a ftick, as 
Jobn*s patent-bunting bead would 
have ordered ic« 

Two <la,ys after, John went into 
the cellar Jjimfclf, to draw a pint of 
ftnall be|r.-T^W))g;i John found he 
was either huagry or thirfty, Jie was 
never above helping himfelf. — ^John 



I* 
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had. walked very fall from the hotife 
of a great man, where, althougK a 
fquceze by the hand is looked upon 
to ftand for both meat and drink, yec 
John found himfelf , bloody thirfty ; 
he had juft clapt his (lone pint mug to 
his lips, when, unluckily, hitting his 
toe againft the ca(k, out jumped a 
whole flioal of rats, which furprifed 
John To much, that, although he had 
valour enough for a ^ man c# his 
inches, efpccially if you gave him time 
to coileft all his valour into a lulmp ; 
yet here the attack was fiaifvidden, 
and fo unexpeftcd, that his courage 
being fcattered into different parts of 
hja:body, had no time to rally, and 
do him any fervice at all ;; -he^ there- 
fore, let both mug^jjjA||ffi^ 
fall ; and, as tW*firtSr^ay^*^tumbled 
'up ftairs in a hurry. Don't think the 

4 ' worfe 
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worfe of his courage, my dear rea- 
/ders, though his retreat was a little 
precipitate ; but the braveft of our 
troops have been feized with a panic 
before now* 

% 

I 

When John reached his (hop-door, 
and fkw people enough in the ftreet 
that would be ready to affift him, if 
he called out murder, he made a bold 
ftand at the threlhold ; and, looking 
Jbehind him, foon perceived the heat 
of the purfuit was over, as not oqie of 
the enemy appeared in fight j he then 
had time to examine his wounds, 
which he found not dangerOflfS, be- 
ing only two broken fliins, and a 
fmall fprain in his wrift, all acquired 
by tumbling, inftead of walking up 
flairs 5 two pieces of brown paper, 
dipt in brandy, were inftantly appli- 
ed 
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td to the ftiins, and a yard of bUck 
ribbon to the ^rift ; but, whilft the 
fmarting pain of the brandy a^e^ed 
John's feelings, he formed the bloodi- 
ed fcheme of revenge tJiat ever en* 
tered into a chriftian's heart or head ^ 
and, what is worfe, carried it into im- 
mediate execution : pain brought his 
courage from all quarters, and awajT 
the fcattered particles marched to 
the heart, united in a compaft body 
as large as a pin's head ; he inftantlf 
provided himfelf with a piece of 
packthread and a gimblet," and, ven* 
curing down flairs, blew his nofe, to 
give them notice he Was coming, he 
found they had taken the hint, and 
had left the field of battle; on which, 
John, not doubting but the fmell of 
the ftraw, which he fuppofed they 
Jiad been fucking, for the fake of the 

flavour 



flavour the hams had left, would 
tempt them again, he carefully put 
the head on, the cai^, and fupported 
it with a piece of wood, to which he 
tied his firing, and carried the end of 
it through a hole he nrade iti the 
door; then, turning the lock, put the 
key into hU pocket, 



CHAP. X. 

Dreadful doings continued. 

ALI^ night did this, John Ije 
awake, poring on his fcheme 
of revenge ; but I muft do him the 
juftice to think, that the direful part 
of the plot muft have been conceiv- 
ed when the brandy on his (bins 
was making him grin like an Afri- 

VoL. IV, G car* 
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kan man-tyger ;*4-elfe9 in cold blood,; 
I ftill am of (pinion, (notwithftand^ 
iog appearances) that he was too hu^ 
mane a man, to let fuch a direful 
thought take pofieflion of his breaft : 
bur^ be that as it may i by day-light 
he afofe, and, ftealing foftly down 
without , his Ihoes, drew the fa- 
tal firing, and fecured no lefs than 
forty prifoners, 

« 

Here was a coup de main for you ! 
here was a quitfc recovery of his cre- 
dit! Homer feems to think, the 
greatefi: inftance a man can give o£ 
his courage, is to head a chofen baftd 
in ambufcade; but our hero not only 
planned an ambufcade. But executed 
it alone, and took forty prifoner^ at a 
jerk. 6 

Let 
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Let then hh ptiecipitat^ r^reat bt 
for ever fdfgotten ; Jet a veil be 
drawn over the mvoludtary (lip of (b 
great a man i and let no traces i-e<» 
Diain in yout memory, that fuch a de^ 
grading accident could poflibly ever 
happen to the renowned John» 

To fhew ttiy reader^ t advance no^ 
thihg about Homer add his ambuf* 
cades, in this my authentic hiftory 
of two-legged animali, I (hall give 
you a literal tranflatidn of that part of 
Achilles's fpfeech to Agamemnon^ 
where he reproaches him for cowar^ 
dice, by hinting, thatheneverhad thigt 
ix)urage to lie in ambu(b« 

Before I indulge you with the 
quotation, it is nece0ary you (hould 
yndetftand/ that the godde^ (>f wif- 

C z dom 
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dom had that inllant been paying a 
vifit to Achilles, to defire him not to 
drub his general, for that would be ^ 
very bad example to future times ; 
as (he plainly forefaw, that if eve- 
ry cowardly general was liable to be 
drubbed, when he deferved it, in- 
flead of bribing and pimping to be 
made generals, few great men would 
accept the poft -, and then the church 
would be overloaded with lack-learn- 
ing quality ; fhe, therefore made hin^ 
put up his tool of revenge, but left 
him hii tongue at full liberty, which 
privilege the women, with great 
reafon, have claimed ever Ance, 

This fame goddefs of wifdom, whofe 
name is pretty well known in Eng- 
land, though (he herfelf hath not 
been amongft us for feveral years, 

after 
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after taking care to fee Achilles 
iheath his inftrument of offence, 
gave him leave to call his general, 
rogue, rafcal, and fon of a b- — h, 
or what lie pleafed ; of which letter of 
licence he took the advantage, tho' 
he had laid him on pretty thick be- 
fore.— But I • have no bufinefs with 
any part, except what gives a hint to 
an ambufcade. — John's courage was 
(hewn in an ambufcade, and planned 
and executed (not by fix (hips alone, 
as Vernon did,) but by himfelf alone : 
—now Agamemnon was reproached 
for never daring to take a part in one. 

But to the quotation. 

*' On this, the queen of wifdpm ftrode 
•^ Her *broomftick, and away flie rode, 

"But 

^Broomflick. By this, the fagaclous reader, 
may perceive, that thegoddefTes^inHomer^s days, 
' G ^ Taaw^t; 
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^* But left his gizzard fino^king hcfjl 

" Like beef juft taken out o'th' pot* 

•^ By Jove," fays be, "* diou*rt alwajf 

** drunk, 
** And always fquabbling for a punV* 
** Thou dog in face, with heart of deer^ 
«< (The Lord forgive me, if I fwear,) 
** But blaft my liver, pluck) and hearty 

** If thou'rt a fighter worth a : 

«* When didft thou e'er iii ambuQi lie^ 
. "IJnlefs.tonimamuttonpyc; 
<^ An4 there you're fafe^ becaufe yoti can 
«\ Out-run the baker> ftort-legg'd man* 

Ydii feCj reader, that the burtheti 
of the fong, for courage, iaHomer*s 
days, confifted in forming an ambuf- 
cade : I would. h?ye given thje Greek 
lines, ta ftiew tjie excellency of th^ 
tranflarion, bwi h wquW juftly have cx-« 
pofed metothecenfureof xnyreaders^ 

mad^ ufe of the fame hobby-borfe that ouf 
witches did in wife king Jemmy's days. 
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^ho might, with reafon, have faid, I 
ivas tricking them, and filling my 
books with needlefs qixMiadons^; and 
I would have every body know, I 
fcorn to put tricks either upon read- 
ers or travellers, 

, But,, for the benefit of ftscb of my 
readers as are Grecians, atUl perhaps 
may chufe to compare the traofla- 
tion with the original, give me ktvie 
to fay, that my quotation is from the 
jirft book of the Iliad ;-— if I was 
worth a Horner^ I would teU them 
t}K page and line, but Mr. Square- 
eyes, the ftaring pawnnbroker, at th« 
corner of ^ ^ *'s court, has my Ho- 
mer, and nineteen dp*top authors in 
pawn, for five (hillings and three* 
pence. 

G4 CHAR 
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A dreadful fcbemt half e^ecufeJi 

POX take thefe quotations, fay 
I, they are good for nothing 
but to eniQead people^ and (hew^ that 
the writer is a man of reading ;«^if I 
know where to find John and his rats 
again, Fm a pickled oyfter. 

Oh ! now I have it-^Jolih had jud: 
let the trap fall upon his prifoners^ 
and was going to return for his ihoes, 
but fearing the enemy might have 
feme of the fcholars of Archimedes 
amongft them, who, by levers, or pa- 
tent-fcrews, might remove the cover, 
he boldly ventured barefoot into the 

cellar^ 
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(:ilUry and inftantly clapped a Urge 
earthen pan on the top of the barrel ; 
then^ running up for his fhoes^ 
brought down a half hundred weight, 
to Hand cenrinel over the enemy, 
when the pan might be wanted, ei- 
ther to walh his feet, or put broth in-» 
to, being on both occafions a very 
proper utenlil ; at the fame time, he 
gave ftridt orders to Betty, that no^ 
thing upon that barrel Ihould be 
touched : but he did not let the tor^ 
ner of a reafon efcape his lips, left 
the ftrange barbarity of the fchemc 
ihould ihock the tender heart of the 
maid," efpecially; as fhe had never felt 
the fmart of brandy on broken fhins. 
But, to own the truth, though I blufh 
to do it, his real defign was, to re- 
duce them to fuch ftraits by famine, 
that they ihould eat one another up ; 
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and as the laft furviving rat t^ould 
not be able to eat up himfelf^ be de- 
figned to gibbet him, for an example 
to all maroders. 

In confequence of this mod: barba*- 
rous, moft dreadful, moft aftonifh*^ 
ingj woft fbockingy moft inhuoian^ 
and moft bloody refolution, the vigi* 
lant hero furveyed the out-works of 
fai^ wooden caftle tep times a day, 
with a lighted candle, to try if any of. 
their pioneers were making their way 
through the walls, in which cafe he 
defigped to pour a quantity of light** 
td matches into the ftraw, and con^ 
fign tlie whole regiment of long^taifa 
to fire and brimftone •, but no fliadow 
of efcape appearing, he continued his 
firft dreadful plan of letting them eat 
one another. In about three weeks» 

or 
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Ctf a tflODth's tirtic, when he thought 
tji^re would not be the claw of a rat 
Ifft, except the furvivor, he boldly 
opened th^ Ud ; but making a great 
noije when he took the pan and the 
half hundred we^ht off, the whole 
family withm^^were fo much upon 
t]^ir guard, thgt, the moment day- 
light appeared^ out they all jumped 
heher-ikelter, with ten times the pre- 
cipitation they did before 5 of confe- 
qqeace, this attack feemed to him tea 
times fiercer than the former ;. who 
would wonder then, if bis courdge 
i^in flailed him ; I mean^ that he had 
mot tin^ttora% its fcattered atoms» to 
co^qEXe to hi$ afUft^nce ; he therefore 
attempted the fliairs with the fame 
tumbl(p-up veloqily he did before, 
but rememibering his ihins, whidh 
^ere hardly ikined over, he kept his 

body 
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body fo upright, that his head ftruck 
a beam with fuch force, that it fcnt 
him back again int6 the thick of the 
engagement in fpite of his teeth^ 
where he lay motionlefs on the ground 
for above a minute : had the enemy 
been aftuated by the fame fpirit of 
revenge as himfelf, had the rats been 
half as bad chriftians as John, they 
might have made him fcverely repent 
his direful fchemes ; but they were ve- 
ry well fatisfied with putting their 
adverfary to flight -, and every rat had 
made the beft of its way to fome purl- ' 
ing flream, to quench his thirft j for» 
though their caftle was ftored with 
plenty of provifions, yet thofe provi- 
fions being rather fait, they began to 
be diftrefs*d for want of water ; but 
they made the beft of a bad market^ 
which 3uftifies an obfcrvation of 

mine, 
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mine, that every animal, bears 
its wants with more philofophy than 
man. 

When John came to himfelf, and 
found that the rats had not eaten 
him, which his confcience fuggefted 
they ought to have done, inftead of 
feeling the leaft compundion for his 
moft inhuman defigns on fo generous 
an enemy, he began to confidqr 
which way this deep laid fcheme of 
his had failed. Whenever John began 
to confider of ways and means, his 
nails were of great ufe in making a 
grating kind of a noife on the outlide 
of his fcull, whereby his brains had 
notice, that John wanted their affift^ 
ance : John had gotten his wigg re-' 
moved, in order to begin the opera- 
tion, when he found the auxiliary 

friend 
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friend to the rats, the beam, had 
-foftened his crown for him in fuch a 
manner, that it could not bear the 
touch of a nail j finding, therefore, it 
would be in vain to attempt to 
fcratch a thought up, he (without 
thinking) fell to kicking the barrel, 
to fend the dead rats about their bu-r 
finefs after the live ones j for a quan-^ 
tity of dead ones he was fure there 
niufl: be $ but none of them chufing 
to ftir, he turned, th^ barrel upfide 
down, to fpy how many of them lay 
at the bottom of the ftraw, where lo ! 
inftead of dead rats, he found the 
bone of a ham, with about two 
pound of fieih left ; aftoniflied at the 
bone of a ham, very near picked, be- 
ing in bis houfe, when he had no 
(hare in picking it, he diredly bawls 
put, "Betty ! where i$ our bam ?'* 
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*' In the barrel,'* anfwcrs Betty, 
*' that you took fo much care on.'* 
" The devil fetch you and the bar- 
" rcl both," fays John. " I won't be 
** devil-fetch'd, nor barrelled neither, 
*Vby you, nor any matter in Eng- 
"land," replies Betty ; and down 
jQie came to face him. John who, on 
any hafty word before, always look- 
ed on Betty's anfwer as a flgnal for an 
engagement he was no way qualified 
to cut any figure in, therefore prudent- 
ly declined a 'rejoinder, and fo the 
matter ended j but the fmart of his 
broken head, which he now began to 
fee(, joined to his uncured (hins, and, 
^bove all, the loft of his ham, made 
the man raiher defpcrate ; (John lov- 
ed fmok'd ham) ; he, therefore, ven- 
tured on what he had never done be^ 
forej I mean a rejoinder, which 

brought 
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brought on a regular engagement,' 
the confequence of which was, that 
John was routed horfe, foot, and 
dragoons, and he and his ham-bonq 
obliged to mount up (lairs almoft as 
nimbly as if (he rats had been at hh 
heels. 



CHAP. XII. 

jiffnall interruption. 

THE devil fetch this fellow, 
fays a grave-looking gen- 
tleman, (who I take to be a prelbyte- 
rian parfon) here have I loft my 
time in perufing three volumes and 
a half, and, except one ftory, (and 
that vilely told) of a poor broken- 
hearted young woman, the duge of 

any 
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any thing is there in his books, but 
cocks and hens, and f~ s, and hob- 
by horfes, and clifter- pipes, and 
broken guitars, with patent cork- 
fcrews, ham-bones, and an army of 
rats ; a pretty coUcdion of fubjcfts 
truly, to carry a reader through 
four volumes ! Had the author the 
fpirit of a Rabelais, or the fire of a 
Triftram, he might go through four 
and forty volumes, without a grain 
of connexion, and people would 
follow him ; but, with fuch a head 
as his, it won't do, unlcfs he will 
let us have a good long ftory well 
worked up, of feme pretty inno- 
cent virgin, that, at laft, in fpite of 
all her prayers, tears, and intrea- 
ties, gets fairly raviflicd 5 there he 
may eafily keep up the reader's at- 
tention, and make the poor thing 
Vol. IV. H full 
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fbll amends, by her raviflier's lik- 
ing her fo well, as to marry her. 

Why, you fanftificd, goatified 
rogue, and fo you would fink all the 
diftrefs, that the tender young crea- 
ture mufl be in, to enjoy, in idea, the 
rigour and lufl: that mud actuate the 
raviftier at that critical moment ! O 
black, black, what doft thou cover I 

But, doftor, (I call every man in 
black, dodor, that ftrokes his chin 
with his fingers and thumb, before 
he fpeaks) how came you to intro- 
duce the devil, the very fccond word 
you (poke j let me advife you, never 
to mention him again, but when you 
are in. the pulpit ; — there he gains 
you great refpeft, becaufe you can 
kick him about as you pleafe ; you 
8 can 
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can either bind him in chains, or 
fend him roaring up and down the 
world, to the great terror and difmay 
of the peaceable half of his majcfty's 
liege fubjeds; I fay the peaceable 
half, for the other half, I fear, nei- 
ther mind the devil nor you. 

But doftor? you feem to think 
none of my fubjefts would do for a 
text for you to fpin a fermon out of. 
—How can I help that, my dear doc- 
tor ; though I can find texts, I can't 
find brains for every reader : — I am 
no dealer in calves heads ; and, if I 
was, I have not gotten the art of 
tranfufing the brains from one calf s 
fcuU into another ; therefore, doftor, 
if you can't find brains for yourfclf, 
e'en mal^e a fhift, as you have done 
all along, without them, 

H2 I 




I 

I hive heard men of genius fay, 
that the minuteft animalcule on earth, 
is a large fubjeft to expatiate up- 
on, and (hew the amazing power of 
the wonderful hand that formed it : — 
how great a fubjedt then muft the ani- 
mal be, that you mention with fo 
much contempt, I mean the rat. — To 
me, the rat-catcher himfelf doth not 
afford more room for fpeculation 
on the wonderful properties the firft 
mover has difperfed through all the 
creation, than this cunning reflefting 
animal doth. But nothing lefs than 
the leviathan, or a Greenland whale, 
is a fubjeft, I fuppofe, large enough 
for you : take the whale for your 
text, doftor-, if it proves a fpermaceti 
one, I have no objefticn to its finding 
candles for your whole congregation, 

who 



C loi ] 
who have been in the dark long 
enough. 

If you had told me civilly, do(5lor, 
that you did not like the company of 
rats, for fear you (hould carry the 
fcent with you to any of the good 
hoiifcs where you take it in turn, the 
year round, to cooltheir victuals by 
faying a long grace for them before 
dinner, I would not have introduced <> 
a fingle quadruped •, becaufc I know 
how dangerous it is for any of the 
profound admirers of a black coat to 
begin to fmell a rat j for the good 
man, after fuch an accident, lofes 
ground daily. 

I therefore again repeat it, that, if 
you had afked me civilly, I fhould 
have done the civil thing; but, fince 

H 3 you 
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you aflumed fo dogmatical an air, 
and called my thirty or forty rats an 
army, in my next chapter I ftiall in- 
troduce a real army of Scotch rats ; fo 
get out of their way as faft as you 
can: if they have not eaten up the 
Scotch prefbytcrian parfons, it is be- 
caufe they favour their country, 
men ; but you would ftand . no 
more chance of efcaping, than 
a roafted pig would, when fet 
between yourfelf and a church- 
warden. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

More rats. 

JOHN the Ratcatcher, afte^ this 
third defeat, found the field of 
battle would be too hot for him, for 
an hour at leaft, fo putting his ham- 
bone carefully into a- drawer in the 
fhop, he took his hat, and away he 
went to a coffee- hbufe, to comfort 
himfelf with a difli of coffee. — I was 
fnug iq John's pocket. 

We were no fooner feated, but a 

9 

gentleman in the next box, conclude 
cd a fentence with the word Scot-- 
land. 

H 4 *• Now 



" Now you talk of Scotland,** 
fays his companion, " I can't help 
*' owning, that I am not a little 
*' puzzled about a particular qualifi- 
*' cation their rats are endowed with ; 
*' I don't mean their two legg'd rats, 
" which have lately come in fuch 
•* fwarms to eat us out of houfe and 
** harbour; we had fuch forts of rats 
** as thofe enough of our ovvn breed, 
*' in every houfe before, not except- 
** ing the houfe of 1^ — , the houfe of 

"c — , the India-houfe, the 

^' fouth-fea houfe, thci cuftom-houfe, 
" the trinity-houfe, and even the 
*' houfe of G — d ; — all thefe rats had 
" natural inftinft enough, to run 
" from* a falling houfe, long before 
«* the Scots came to teach them that 
*« trick : but it is their real four- 
^' legged rats, that has puzzled all 

" my 
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** my phHofophy, I (hould be glad 
«* you could help me out. 

The moment that the word rat was 
mentioned, John, in hopes of hear- 
ing of fomc bold fellow being van- 
quifhed by rats, as well as himfelf, 
inftantly pricked up a pair of ears, 
that would not have difgraced her 
majefty's afs, for fize and dappled 
fpots, and littened attentively, when 
the gentleman went on as follows : 

" The writer of a Tour thro' Scot- 
" land^ fays, the walls of the houfes 
*' of Invernefs are built with large 
** round ftones, the outfides of which 
" are filled up with mortar, thrown 
" by the hand agaihft them, in the 
" fame manner that boys pelt each 
*« other with dirt, but the infides ate 

" quite 
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*« quite rough, which leaves excellent 

** places for nefts for rats jto breed in, 

*' and there they do breed in amazing 

** quantities. In a good year, the 

** ground about Invernefs grows corn 

^' enough to feed the inhabitants ; 

** but in a fcarce year they are half 

^^ famifhed ; at fuch a time as this, 

*' when, if a fingle crumb falls to the 

ground, there are three or four 

people ready to lick it up, what 

** muft become of thefe poor devils^ 

*' the rats, think you ? They don*t 

*' care to eat one another ; for a 

Scotch man, or a Scotch rat, would 

cat all the world up, before they 

** would touch themfelves ; and thefe 

*^ poor rats cannot keep life and foul 

** together as the Greenland bears 

•* do, by fucking their paws, becaufe 

V the bears take care to get fo fat in 

. fummer. 
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^* fummer, th^t they have a rare ftock 
** to fuck on in winter ; bur, in Scot- 
" Jand, even in the moft plentiful 
** year, nothing can get fat there, not 
^* even their Iheep, which is the rea- 
^' fon the parchment-makers give fo 
^' good a price for Scotch fkins, be- 
*« caufe they have no trouble in ex- 
f* trading the greafe 5 therefore the 
^' paw-fucking trkde won't do for 
«' thofe Scotch rats ; and, if they at- 
" tempt to travel fouthward, where 
^' they all know the way, not one 
•' could efcape being picked up by 
^^ the half-ftarved dogs and cats. 
*? Luckily for this diftreflcd genera^ 
*' tion, the Scots never make ufe of 
*' either a currv comb, or a main 
" comb. " If they did,'' fays the gen-? 
tleman, " What the duce have the 
?' rats to do with that 5 they don't 

" want 
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*« their hides currying furely ; and as 
'' for their tails and n)anes,K there is 
" not a fingle hair on them to want 
*^ combing -, but their horfes have 
" tails and mants — "granted," fays 
the gentleman •, *' and what then ? 
" What then !" fays the firft 
fpeaker : " if you won!t interrupt 
*« me, but let niie go on, Til tell you, 
" what then. It is no hard matter for 
** a man of any genius to conceive, 
*' that if a horfe's main or tail is ne- 
*' ver touched with a comb^ it will 
naturally grow thick, and get mat- 
ted together 5 this is really the cafe 
" with the Scotch carriers hobbies, 
*' and the rats take the advantage of 
" it. Some five or fix, or more, bu- 
" ry themfelves in the tail and main 
*' of every carrier's hobby that is tra- 
•' veiling fouthward, by which means 

they 
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^^ they not only get a fafe, but a 
" warm conveyance into a better cli- 
** mate. When they arrive ten or a 
"dozen miles on this fide the 
" Tweed, out they jump, and make 
" their quarters good, in a ftrangc 
" country, with as much eafe as their 
" two-legg'd relations do all the 
" world over. Now what puzzles nae 
" the moft of all is this ; although I 
** have fome idea that a rat, when he 
*' travels on foot, and, of confe- 
" quence, can go what way he 
^' pleafcs, may nofe out his way to a 
*^ warmer climate, yet I can't [con- 
" ceive who informs them, whether 
'* the ho fes are going north or fouth; 
" although it is certain, they never 
*' make a miftake •, for my old gar- 
*' dener, who was a Highland carrier 
" feveral years> and has brought as 

" much 
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^* much fmuggled tobacco into Efig- 
•* land, as would cover all the road, a 
^ foot deep, from London to Johney 
^* Grot's houfe, declares, that he has 
^ feen them leap out of the manea 
" and tails of his runts by dozens andf; 
^* fcorcs, when he got into England • 
^* yet, in going north, he ' never fo 
^•^TOuch'as faw or heard of one.— — 
*' Pray, which way can & reafoning 
'* man account for this phenome- 
«non?'* 

*^ As for Phill Harnemart," fays 
the liftening friend, (who I found 
was an attorney), " as he is 
*' your gardener, and has been- a' 
" Scotch carrier, if you'll order hini 
^ to attend me at my chambers, to let 
** me interrogate him, I'll foon draw 
'* the whole truth out of him, and 
" then I (hall be able to give you fuch 

" an 
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"* an account, as I defy even a maP 

m 

^^ ter in chancery to find fault with : 
** but to me, at prefent, it appears, 
«* that common fenfe teaches thcfe 
«' four-legg'd fagacious preatures, as- 
*^ well as the two-legg'd ones, that 
** no country upon earth can be 
** worfc than the place they leave ; I 
fpeak from the authority of Johncy 
M* Bellclapper, my fmith ; he is a 
** fenfible fellow, as moft of them 
«* are, for the rogues, in general, 
** bring fharpintellefts from the^freez- 
** ing north. Johney came from thit 
** very part of the country where your 
" rats firft drew breath ; and I have 
•• heard him fay, that he has feen fe- 
** veral,, what they call, good years, 
'*• in that country : (I was curious to 
** know what they called a good year.)- 
" A good year, fays Johney, fcratch- 
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cc ing»'—ccHold," fays his friend," PIi: 
** have no fcratching, when a Scotch- 
man tells a (lory ; I don't think na- 
tional refledtions genteel ; my Eng- 
lifli Johney might fcratch as long as 
*' he pleafed, becaufe Englilhmen on- 
ly fcratch in common with all the 
nations in the world, (the nations 
" of African and American monkeys 
" and baboons not excepted), but to 
mention fcratching and a Scotch- 
man together, is wrong, and might 
^' draw a man, lefs fortified with law 
*' than yourfelf, into a fcrape ; there- 
" fore, if you pleafc, let me hear 
"what Johney M*Bellclapper faid, 
" without fcratching." " To oblige 
" you, I will," fays the attorney •, "I 
*' always follow inftruftions : my 
*' matter imparted that great fecret; 
" to me, in the laft week of my hft 
« year's clerkfiiip." " Neddy,'' fays 

" he, 
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** lie,{hakirigmeby the hand, ** Iwifli 
** you well ; and, to Ihew it, I'll give 
♦' you a piece of advice, always take 
*' care to follow inftruftions ; — if you 
*' fail, you then lay the blame on the 
*' thick heads of your counfel ; — you 
" can do them no harm, for moft of 
*' their heads would bear St. Paul's 
" cupola : — but if you fucceed, then 
*' take the merit to yourfelf^ by prov- 
ing that you ftated the cafe fo 
clear^ that they could not give any 
^' other opinion."— Now this rule I 
'' always follow, and have, in fundry 
*' and divers cafes, felt the good cf^ 
" fcfts of it, and fhall never forget 
*' my matter for his kindnefs.'* 
*« But/' fays the firft fpeaker, « I am 
<« afraid you have forgot Johney 
** M'Bellclapper." " Not. I, in- 
*« deed," replies the limb of the law, 
\ql.JY. I "he 






*^ he is the main point j and I alway t 
*• keep the main point in view, tho' 
** I often break off, and fill twenty 
*' Iheets of ftamped paper with no- 
" thing at alt, yet I return, with as 
*' much eafe to the main fubjeft, as 
**, I do now to Johney M'BcllcIap- 



" per/' 



" What I call a good year,"- fays 

^* Johney, (without Scratching) 

" New do I plainly forefee, that this 
" flory will be but a flat one, if you 
" won't let Johney fcratch ; becaufe 
^' his fcratching was fo different from 
" other people's, that half the fpirit 
** of the ftory lay in his manner of 
^* fcratching it out. — A lawyer, or a 
" juftice of peace fcratches the crown 
" of his head as he talks ; a phyfici- 
^' an fcratches his forehead -, a mufi- 
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^fcian (cratches his elbow ;' a finical 

^ Cockney fcratches his cheek ; a tay- 
** lor fcratches his collar ; a coUeflor 
** on the high road, fcratches under 
** his left ear ; a courtier fcratches his 
** left palm ; and my Lord Brute 

♦'fcratches his a : but Johney'i 

** method of fcratching was different 
*^ from all thefe j Johney fcratched 
•' his words out of his finger ends ; 
♦' not the ends where the nails grow, 
*> but the upper ends that grow to 
** the knuckles -, at the fides of thofe 
** ends, all the time Johney was 
♦♦ fpeaking, did he fcratch with fuch 
** a glee, that I always thought they 
*' added double fpirit to his words : 
** but, I hope, you'll give me leave to 
^* fcratch whilft 1 tell it, though you 
*^ Won't let me fay that Johney was 
5* fcratching •," " No nor that nei- 

I 2 *' ther. 
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•*^ tlief,'* fays the gentleman : ** iiii 
•* micking the foible of any natioil 
** niay be dangerous, efpecially^ if 
*' any irafcible Scotchman ftiould be 
<* in fight."* At this he caft an arch 
fide glance, upon my owner John, 
who, to do him juftice, had a trud 
Caledonian afpefl:, and looked as 
fliarp and as fierce as if the north 
wind had been his dry nurfe. 

The attorney's not being able to 
tell the ftory his own way, prevented 
ine from hearing Johney M^ Bell-^ 
dapper's account of a good year in 
that country ; for John the Ratcatch- 
er, not liking the fly leer of the gen-^ 
tleman, and being in no humour for 
another fray, or even an altercation^ 
having fucceedcd fo indifferently in 
his laft trials of (kill that w^y, he, 

therefore, 
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tlierefore, paid his three pence for his 
difh of GofFee, and was out of the 
room before I was fenfible he had 
left his feat, and was ftill liftening for 
Mr. Bailbond's account of this good 
year; when, looking about me, 1 
found John ^nd myfelf in the Park, 
which he quite furroundcd, in a gen- 
tle trot of about five miles an hour, to 
cool himfclf : however, the lofs of 
Johney M'Bellclapper's ftory fhall 
be no lofs to my reader-, becaufe I 
have reafon to think it is mqch the 
fame that I have heard fincc, from fe- 
veral gentlemen of credit arid veraci* 
ly ; and they tell you, that what the 
•inhabitants call a good year, is when 
they have no more than three hun- 
dred days rain, and the other .fixty 
five days, moderate bad weather. 

1 3 Now, 



C m8 } 

Now, reader, if you was a rat^ 
would yon leave this country or 
not? 

A female voice replies, I would^ 
Sir, if I pkafed ; and if I pleafed, I 
would not. 

Madam, I am anfwered. 



C H A P. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

shelving as how John the Ratcatcher 
carried the author to the q-^^s houfe^ 
and as how thf k — g ajked John^ 
what made him walk Jo fiiff^ and 
iHake fucb wry faces ? and as how 
John told the k — g^ he broke his head 
and fi>ins^ by tumbling down Jtairs^ 
infiead of tumbling up ; which fhew^ 
ethy that tittle rogues^ as well as great 
cneSi dare tell lies to kings. 

JOHN having made up matters 
with Betty, which he always did 
before he went to fleep, being a ttue 
old Chritlian, marched up to bed, 
where he retted better than I (hould 
with two uncured fliins, and a frefh 

1 4 broken 
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broken head, and the lofs qC a fii^ 
imoaked ham : the next morning Joha, 
having fome new nick-nacks to (hew 
his m'ajefiy, or her majefty, or his 
royal highnefs the prince of Wales^ 
or the biftiop, or fome body or other 
belonging to the family^ took me 

along with him to the q 's houfe. 

The q 's houfe I fays one of my 

readers ! come, don't put orator Hgi- 
ley upon us, and tell us over iaga!n,' 
iii ten thbufand flat words, what you 
have done tolerably well in the title to 
your chapter in fifty 5 and there you 
have carried your readers to the q — *s 
houfe already. 

Courteous reader, I thank you ; if* 
you had not fpoke, I ftiould never 
have minded what a blunder I com- 
mitted, by fairly ending my chapter, 

before 
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before I begun it ; but, as there's na 
great harm done yet, I'll proceed cq 
another. ' 



CHAP. XV. 
The author parts from John, 

WHETHER John got a patent 
to fell moonfhine, or a real 
patent-place (as feveral before him 
have done) for telling lies, I won't 
fay ; but he returned home again wjth 
me dill in his pocket. 

John no fooner entered his (hop, 
but he began to throw up his nofe, 
and fnuff the wind, like a hound that 
thinks he fcents the diftant prey. — - 
John himfelf is a very fagacious 

hound, 
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hound, arid enjoys all his fcnfes in aS 
high perfection as any four-legg'd 
hound in England, except the fcnfe 
of fmelling, and there indeed no two- 
legg'd dog ever pretended to vie 
with the four-legg'd race; however, I 
will venture to fay, that John's fcnfe 
of fmfelling exceeded moll two-legg*d 
hounds ; in confequencc of which^v 
this qualification directed him imme- 
diately to a drawer, where be unken- 
nelled his ham-bone ;— John had for* 
got it, which made him fleep fo well j 
^-but, on fight of it,-; 

** Infaridum Regina j ubes rehovare dolorem/^ 



iyou never beheld fuch a face as 



John made ; — grief for the. lofs of 
the ham, and revenge againft the rats, 
joined to cook up fuch a ftrange mix- 
ture in his countenance, that he look- 
ed 
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ed exa^y like thciign of the tyger : 
after ftaading in this pofture long 
enough to have made twenty womeii 
with child mifcarry, if they had been 
fo unfortunate as to have entered the 
fhop, John's phiiofophy at laft came 
to his aid, and foftened his features in- , 
to fomething refembling a human be- 
ing ; he then gave over flaring at xkit 
bone, with both eyes fixt, like Hamlet 
on theGhoft, and began to furvey the 
flelhy part with great attention, to 
try to make the beft of a bad mar- 
ket. He had forgot to provide knivcsr 
for his late long- tailM guefts, and, 
therefore, ought not to have expeft-» 
^ cd they would cut it very fmooth 
with their tc.eth -, at leaft, if he^ did 
cxpcfl: it, he was miftakcn, for they 
had left it full of little cells finifhedin 
the ruftic ftile* Aftef turning it over 

and 
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and over, and over again, John eaU^ 
ed for a fpoon, ^d fell to making 
fmooth the infide of the cells, which 
, he did as dexteroufly, as if he had 
been polifliing a filver pint mug j 
then, giving Betty charge to make 
as much pea-foup of it as would la(t 
two days, he bolted out of the door^ 
and walked away in as great a hurry 
as if he had been a man-midwife. 

The reafon of John's fgddcn and 
hafty perambulation, I could not de- 
vife 5 I kept pondering and ponder- 
ing, and knocking along with John's 
pocket-book againft his watch-chain, 
but could forni no kind of guefe 
what John was about ; at laft he 
flopped at the great- wigg'd Mr. Af- 
fafct's, the druggift; the man and the 
wig were both at home; the wig 

and 
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Und the man I mean ; I alk the wig 
pardon, for, though the man was no 
(mall one, yet the wig was the largeft 
half. John, with a face of con- 
fequence, defired to fpeak to him ; 
they all three withdrew into a fmall 
counting-houfe, juft big enough to 
hold them. ' 

All three ! fays one of my readers, a 
ivrieing-mafter, aftd teacher of ac- 
compts ; how the pox fllould John 
and the druggift make three ? 

How dare you, you fnuffling rogife, 
mention the word ppx^ with that nofc 
of yours ? I thought you had got 
your belly full of it 5 but fome peo- 
ple arefuch fools, they will be eter- 
nally putting company in mind of 
ivhat they ought moft carefully to 

6 conceal ; 



s 
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conceal ; did not I mention . tKc 
druggift's wig, the druggift him- 
felf, and John ? Now as the druggift 
did not leave his wig in the fliop, 
fure the wig, the druggift, and John 
muft make three. If you work the 
queftion by the golden rule, and 
prove it by praftice, you'll find I ana 
right. 

John fpoke fo low at firft, that I did 
not hear a word 5 only I obferved 
John (hook his head : John's fliake was 
followed by a fhake of the great wig, 
which threw an ounce of powder in- 
to John's eyes, and fet him a fneez- 
ing : this put John upon his guards 
not to whifper any more, becaufe it 
brought both his nofe and his eyes in- 
tO'danger y he, therefore, fpoke loud- 
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ef, by which means I heard the coo* 
fulcation. 

O John, John ! who could have 
fafpefted a m^n, whofe fire feems to 
have all mounted up into his face, 
^ould retain in his heart fuch un- 
quenchable flames of revenge. 

This confultation was about thefc 
poor animals, the rats : rats-bane was 
the fubjed that had (haken thfe pow- 
der out of the Bufby into John's 
eyes. " I muft have it/' fays John, 
*^ fo well mixed tip, that it will dc- 
"ccivc them/' "You (halV fays 
the wearer of the great wig ; " if I 
** don't manage them for you, fay 
*' there is no virtue in my drugs, and 
^' that's a word if king George him- 

. " fclf 



•*fcif wasto fay, I would bring an - 
«' aftion againft him.'* 

The deadly potion being prepared, 
John kicked me and his pocket-book 
home again, with the fame fpecd he 
went. His waiftcoat laps happened 
to be very long, which madeusfwing 
backward and forward like boys 
in a merry-totter. — We did not like 
it, becaufc, at every return, our rumps 
came bump againfl the feals on 
John's watch-chain, of which, true 
toyman-like, he wore a rare number 
to encourage the fafliion : but John's 
gizzard was too hot to let him mind 
any thing, except his revenge j there- 
fore, the moment he got home, not- 
withftanding the ftruggles he had un- 
dergone, per varios cafus^ et per tot 
difcrimine rerum^ he, with an intrepidi- 
ty 



C 129 ] 

ty fcarce to be credited, ventured direft- 
ly down into the cellar, but makings 
like a generous Englifhman, noife and 
buille enough to put his enemies on 
their guard, and give them time to 
make themfelves ready either for of- 
fence or defence, or to run away. He 
* then opened the door, and drawing 
a double jug of fmall beer, that no 
body might have occaHon to go in, 
and partake of this rat fead, he feat- 
tered his dead-doing balls all over 
the cellar, and fecured the key in his 
pocket. The next day he drew fmall 
beer himfelf, and the fucceeding two 
or three days, but not a rat would 
touch his provifions ; he had pinched 
them fo for drink the laft feafthe 
gave them, that the duce a one would 
tafte his cookery ; and, when I left 
him, not afingle ball was touched. 

Vol. IV. K Finding 



Finding Johri fo bloody ft min^ccf 
mar>, I can't fay I felt fo much re* 
grct at parting as I txptEktdy ihbughi 
m every thing elfe but this fariguina- 
ty turn, he waa readly a good fort of a 
man 5 abetter paymaftef never extft- 
cd ; an inftancc of which he gave on 
|wfrting with me. An ivory 't\ithtt 
Bitought him i large parcel* of mefc- 
liacks :— '* I have added thefe to the 
** ether bill/^ftys the mtin, «* and they 
^^ both togetfiej^ rhfake eighteen 
«* poun^ ten." ^* Very well*,*' fays 
Joli-n, ** 1 fupp^fe you want mfdney.** 
♦♦No, niafter,'* feys- the npian, "I 
** have no tight to- alh it before rftjr 
•^ time/* " SiK,'* fays John, « wffl 
*« ii do you any hartn before yout 
« time ?" •* A great dfeal^ of good, 
*« maffer," fay^ the man: up6» which 

ht gat^ htm ilie. The mari> wa» 

gbing 



I; r3t 1 

gOirtg to run homelike lightnlngjfof 
thirty (hillings in change, but John 
bid him n6fe tfoubfc Wmfclf to come 
on purpofe, but leave it any time bu- 

finefs brought him that Way. , 

. /. ' 

Here's a John for you ! Is it not pS- 
tiiful ? wondrous pitiful ? that fuch a 
heart; as John's, fliould be tindldred 
with cruelty. 

Who would not laugh, if fuch a man 

there be ? 
Who would not weep, if John himfelf 

is h6 ? 
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CHAP. XVt. 

Pull haker^ full devil. 

TH E laft chapter left me in the 
hands of the ivory-turner, 
but you won't find me there; the 
ivory-turner paid me direftly to a 
dealer in elephant's teeth 5 but you 
won't find me there neither : the ele- 
phant tooth-merchant paid me to a 
Jew, for old cloaths to fend to the 
toaft : but you (han't find me there 
neither 5 no more pork-eating rogues 
will I give any account of : the 
fons of circumcifion are fuch hum- 
drum dcfigning dogs, that, except 
a young buck, now and then, whofe 
mother has been familiar with with a 
(^hrifti^D, leaps over the pails, and 
breaks loofe from them, the whole 

twelve 



twelve tribes, if you could recover 
the long-loft ten, would hardly fur- 
niih fuch a pen as mine with a decent 
chapter; too many of their roguilh 
fornicating tricks are recorded in the 
Bible ;; but hang me if they ihall 
contaminate a fingle pageof my edi- 
fying books again* — Let them turn 
Chriftians ; there's no objedtion to 
their being rogues if they do ; and 
then, when pork is jiot forbid^ 
they won^t eat a tenth part they do 
atprefent*, by which means the Chrif^ 
tian poor, may come in for a rafher 
or a fteak, becaufe the price muft 
faU. 

Where, in Gad's nan^, muft we 
find you, fays beau Jemmy-boots, if 
jou will appear in the hands of neir 
thcr Jew nor Chriftian, 

K 3 Patience, 
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Patience, my dainty fricfnd, an(| 
you fliall find me ; — but' not in the 
hands of either Chriftian, Jew, Pagan^ 
qr Turk. 

Blood and oons ! fay a tram-band 
captain, where can this feHow have 
hid himfelf ? — Sure the devil has not 
got him I 

^ No^ cap^aia, fays |, tbc devil has 
liDt ; but the devil's own cox&sx bis : 
a fellow that would trai3)p]e on the 
xf ucifix for a ftiver, would crucify a 
Jew for a doit, flay a Pagan alive fox 
a fchiiling, impale a Turk for a du^ 
cat, and burn all the world for a cag 
pf pickled herrings :— in (hort, I am 
now fweating in the inn^r pocket of 
the fiith pair of breeches of a Dutch- 
fpan \ and although half of my coun- 
trymen 
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trypien arc at prefent freezing t6 
death, yet am I ftewiqg Jike a raccr 
hprfe<idcr betwc^en f^o f€at}ier-i)sdsi 
and, as fpr air, I might as well be in 
the black- hole ^t Calcutta. For the 
little chance I have of any particles 
being able to penefrate through 
mynheer's five pair of breeches, to 
reach the fmh, is prevented by his 
wearing his ha.nd. in the outward 
pocket, exaftly over me j fo that a 
rat in an air-pump, has an elegant 
life to mine. I wifli the bullock- 
moqth'd Jew, that paid nfe to this 
Mynheer Dpnder und Bla^em, was 
xp i^and up to the neck in the river 
Jordan till I fetch him out; bat lo ! a 
dawn of hope appears ; five pair of 
the Dutchman's breeches are opened, 
to give his band leave %x} draw m^ 
our,-T- What'^the matter ? by all that's 

K4 wicked I 
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mangotaport^r, and marched oflF^with 
the goodis and ihe fatisfadion of having 
bit Yorkfhire out of twenty pounds : 
but mynheer had not been far North 
enough for a Yorkftiireman; for I 
quickly underftood, that Nicho- 
las Nopcwell, the clothijer, , had 
only given feven pound ten for 
this parcel of worm-eaten cloth, 
and laid out about thirty fhil- 
lings more in fine-drawing the holes 
for the firft half dozen yards in each 
piece ; fo that although mynheer 
hugged himfelf, with the imagina- 
tion pf biting the Yorkfbireman out 
of twenty pounds, the York(hireman 
was very fure he had bit the Dutch- 
man out of eleven pounds at lead; 
and at fo cheap a rate as only pawn- 
ing his falvation, which he could 
not have done at any pawn-»brokcr*s 
in town for eleven pence. 

2 e^K^. 
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. CHAP. XVII. 

Notbirggot hy impertinent inter ru^tians^* 

MISS Jefferfon was {he daugh- 
ter of Of who ? fays ^ 

voice behind me; and pr^y wher^ 
docs ihe come from ? we nev^r heajfd 
a word of her in either your 6rft» fe^ 
coqd, or third voljumes ; and yrt you 
)>egin to fpeak of ber atS if (he was an 
old aquaiatanc^ ? What's chat ipyou^ 
who (he is, fay$ I CQC^y : can't I ber 
gin a itpry.in the middle, proposed t9 
the end of.it, and end it with the bc- 
ginning, as leveral great writers have 
done ; but I myft be imerrMpted by 
yog ? Upon this I turned about ; 
when, Snding it was his o^Qck-divini- 

tyibip. 
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^ihtp, the prelbytsrjitn parfon, th^t 

J thqygbt my Scotph rat$ had fent off 
with a rattle. I could not help being 
a little nettled } two interruptions 
from one quarter was too much to 
t>ear with Chriftian patience. Yoi| 
g^Ugcr, fays I, of your hearers por- 
ridge-pots 5 you m^afurer of the 
fijuare inches in their rumps of beef, 
^d folid inches in their fuet pud- 
dings ; you carver qf the thirtieth of 
J;aftu^ry calf s hej^d, J thought my 
rats had fent your hypocritical face far 
enough off, and that by this time you 
wa3 regaling with fonae good (be- 
creature of your pioqs flock, ^nd 
anting her turn up the white of her 
eyes 5 bi!^t,fince your affurancc will (lay, 
Mifs JefFerfon ftan'c make her ap- 
pearance cither this chapter or the 
next ^ and, if you arc not gone by 

that 
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that time, I fliall begin to let a ftnall 
ftory ortwo of you out of my budg* 
ct 5 for I happened to be in the pock*; 
et of the grocer's wife, all the time 
you was telling her, you could not 
help comparing her breads to Solo- 
mon's defcription of the church ; and, 
pioufly taking off the good creature's 
handkerchief, to try if the defcrip- 
tion anfwered ; then, by degrees, you 
began to compare other parts, till — 
G Lord, O Lord ! what will this 
world come to at laft ? 

The parfon's gone, and with a flea 
in his ear too : I was not fo angry 
with the canting rojgue neither, as I 
feemed to be : flefh is frail, and nature 
is nature, whether dreft in a black 
coat, a red coat, a white coat, a blue 
coat, or any other colour the wit of 

man 
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man can invent. The grocer's wife 
was young and tempting, and heir 
hufband a very drunken fellow ; a 
ftrong temptation this, even for a 
churchman, much more for adiflenc- 
ing rogue : the devil lay clofe at him, 
to be fure : but, if he had a mind to 
Ihake hands with the cloven- footed 
gentleman, for half an hour, orfo, be 
fhould not have introduced him 
through the church. Could not jje 
have told the good woman, that he 
had a mind, for variety's fake, to be 
wicked an hour or fo; then, if fhc 
gave her confent, the fin would be 
half her own : but to let^her keep 
praying, and turning up the whites of 
her eyes all the time, as if (he was do- 
ing a godly adtion, whilft be knew the 
devil was clofe at both their elbov^s, is 
abominable, and double the fin on hi& 

fide 5 
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(5dc i but let him anfwer for it, feid^ 
cr; you and I h^ve nothing to fay to 
it 5 we (hall have fins in plenty of ouf 
own to anfwer^ for, if" we livelong 
enough. 

What beewceri this cstttting knave^j 
^nd the grocer'^ AVife, who isi a hand- 
fome charming piece of fleSi ajftd 
blood, I am in rto cue for telling (o 
jrffcfting a ftory as Mifs Jefferfon's; 
befides, it does not come in turn, for^ 
by the Yorkfhire clothier^ I w^s paid 
to a t(rooMtapler ; he paid me to a 
Ibtig-legg^d hoficr; the hofier paid 
me ta a Nottingham weaver; th^S 
"^ttvcr changed me with the landlord^ 
at the Bull in Biffiopfgate-ftrcet.; the 
landlord paid me to the orvc-cyed 
Norwich ware houfe- keeper ; front 
him I vv'eat to a grngerbrcad-baker^ 

for 
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for gingerbre^ fent by the wsiggori 
ifrto the country. By Timothy Trea- 
clebeard the gingerbread-baker, I 
was paid to Mrs. Coppcrnofe, a rich 
brazier's widow, for rent : all this 
was perlormed id lefs than three 
hours. 

The duce fetch thcfemenof buG-. 
atfsj feys I to myfelf, they give very 
Irttte reft,' either m money or bank- 
hotts. I now no longer wonder at 
the fmdoth faces of guineas, or the 
ragged coats of njy brethren. 

If I am not as much jaded with fol- 
lowing myfclf through this confound- 
ed thfte-hotirs jaunt, as an Hdun(iov»^ 
pdft-horfe when he reaches Hyde- 
park-Corfier, 1*11 give you leave to 
call me a rhrn&ceros 5 but, if I end 

the 
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the chapter, I Ihall have time to take 21 
little breath, before I begin another :— 
fohereendeth the feventeenth chapter. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

Edifying coHverfalion. 

MRS. Coppernofe, in order Km 
live genteel, and keep good 
company, has forfaken the city, and 
taken a houfe in the back fettlements 
about Portman fquare, where flic 
found a fet of widows that had left 
the city oh the fame plan : fo, to 
complete their fchemc of keeping 
genteel company, they herd together. 
There is Mrs. Remnant, the richtay- 
Ipr's widow ; Mrs. Vallon, the up- 
holdfterer*s widow 5 Mrs. Flambeau, 
" the 
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tfic wax-cHandler^s ^idow; Mrs.* 
Shortpint, thd vintner's widow j and 
Mifs Wryjaws, an old maid, daugh- 
ter to a rich trunk-maker, who had 
left her a large fortune, but ftill 1^ 
proved too fmall to get her a huf-< 
band, becaufe her mind was more 
crooked than her chin:, there was- 
like wife a Mrs. Flanagrannellfeg^n, 
the widow of an Iriffi officer, that 
was killed in Ethiopia, where the ufe 
of pen and ink being unknown, {he 
never could get a certificate of his 
<leath *, and fome people think her 
wedding was confummaced in the fame 
country, becaufe fhe never could get 
a certificate of her marrilage: this 
widow contracted fo great a frienci* 
fliip for Mifs Wryjaws, that fhe fent 
over to Ireland for her own brother. 
Sir Patrick M' Bull, to come and help 
VOI..IV. L her 
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her to difpoie of the odious title of 
old maid ; and when 1^ faw thetn> the 
tiyaty of marriage was pretty far ad- 
vanced ; neither her crooked chin, 
nor her back, which was fo civil as to 
keep her chin Jin countenance, being 
. any objeftion tp our good-natiired 
Irilhman. 



I was paid to this Mrs. Copper- 
nofe the very day that all thefe agree- 
able people met at her houfe : the 
converfation at firft was general; at 
lad it turned on drinking. " By Ja- 
*' fus," fays Sir Patrick, "we never 
*' mind in my country, if a man 
*' drinks till he can*t ftand, let him 
" but take care to walk foberly home : 
** but to fee a drunken man reel in the 
" ftreets, is very beaftly/' — " Would 
^ it not be more fo, to fee a fober 
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*« m^n reel ?" fays Mrs. Shortplnti 
•* NOj by Jafus," replies my friend 
Teague : — '* but you arc out there, 
" dear joy y for a fober man may get 
*• drunk two or three times a day, 
** and nobody take any notice of it.'* 
I was really as much pleafed with 
the Boglander*8 fpeech as his figure : 
he had a true potatoe face, as round 
as a hoop, and ^s flat gs a trencher, 
on which nature, who is uniform in 
all her works^ had clap'd the nofe of 
^ a Dutch maftiflf— As he was juft 
catched in the woods, and came ovcf* 
before they had time to cut his tail 
off, you need not wonder that he 
wore a rare long one. On his arrival 
in town, his fifter had taken him to 
Monmouth-ftreet, and fitted him 
with an embroidered jacket ; I would 
have called it a coat, if it had reach^ 

L 2 ed 
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ed half w^ down his thighs ; but, at 
k did not) it muft be contented with 
the name •£ jacket : but his fifter» 
the widow, chofc it, becaufe it (hew- 
ed his fine thick legs^ and thighs to 
great advantage : — her idea of beau- 
ty confiding in thicknefs. Her huf- 
band, the captain, before he.went to 
the Ethiopian wars, had prefented 
her with a red petticoat, hooped 
round the edge with a gold lace ; this 
was converted into a laced waifteoat 
for Sir Patrick : there was Hkewife 
enough to fpare for three quarters of 
a pair of breeches, which an honed 
countryman, by clapping in a dozen 
pieces of cabbage behind, made into 
a complete pair.-— Had Sir Patrick 
been an Englifliman, or learned the 
filthy Englifh trick, of taking up hit 
coat-lkircs, and roafting his backfide 

againft 
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againft the fire, the breeches would 
not have been the thang ; but a good 
coal fire was fo great a rarity to him, 
there was no fear of his turning his 
tail to it. 

As it was neceflary for Sir Patrick 
to bring his courtfhip to a conclunon, 
before the breeches were worn our, 
his fifter not havinganotherpetticoat to 
make a fecond pair, he took care to 
ftick exceeding clofe to Mifs Wry- 
jaws, and, by a happy knack which 
he brought over with him, compli- 
mented her m the very words an 
Englifliman would make ufe of to abr- 
ufe her if (he underftood irony ; for, if 
you fpoke of any lady's fine eyes, |ie 
would fay, " By Jafus, my dear, Mifs 
" Wryjaws, they are no more to be 
^' compared to yours, than an £ng- 



I 150 1 

^ Jifh turnip is to a fine Irifli pota*^ 
^' toe,'* Now he fhovild have avoid* 
cd touching her eyes, as much as her 
wry-chin, hump-back, or wide-r 
mouth ; for the eyes of a pig, not fe- 
ven days old, were full moons, comr 
pared to our Venus's y and her pret- 
ty little fparrow-mouth, only reached 
from ear, to ear : her chiA would have 
hit againft her breaft, had not the tip 
end of it taken a fudden turn to the 
call, and her back fe^med as if it: 
wanted to look over her head, to fpy 
what W4s doing in front ; yet did this 
blundering Teaguelander never com- 
mend any part about her, but pne of 
thefe obvious imperfeftions. Now 
fhe really had a fine hand and arm, and 
good teeth, and a very pretty foot; an 
Englifhman, therefore, would have 
thought itfuiScienttod^ell on thofe 

re»! 
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real beauties, which, as a wdman of 

fcnfe, (he muft know belonged to 

her, and he need not blufli to repeat : 

-—I fay an Englifhman would have 

done fo, and have loft her by it, be- 

caufe he would only have told her 

what (he knew before ; but Teaguc 

finding fuch beauties in her eyes, lips, 

and (hape, as her utnioft vanity had 

never before fuggefted, and fwearing 

fo plump to 4t, tttt readily gave hini 

credit-, and it made him fo great a fa* 

vourite, that 1 don't doubt but he 

is now in poffeffion of the lady, and, 

at leaft, half a dozen pair of breeches 

into the bargain : and I hope he has 

.had the gratitude to give his lifter a 

good reward, for fparing her laced 

petticoat, at a time when it v/ould 

have been very ufeful to have kept 

her own legs warm. 

L 4 Bur, 
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But, to return to my widow : 

As they never played at quadrille 
till after tea, there was always an 
hour's edifying converfation before 
the hoc fuppings came, which either 
turned on what they had feen that 
day, or what they had done in their 
late hujfband's time; and there was 
not one of them, but what had the 
flouriih of a half-cry, whenever their 
poor dear departed fpoufe was men- 
tioned, which never hindered their 
joining in a hearty laugh, the very 
pioment after* 

Whilft they were expatiating on 
the troyble each of them had gone 
through, occafioned by their appren- 
tices and journeymen, and how hap- 
py they were in getting quit of allfuch 

varmams 
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varmants. The widow Flanagrafinelle- 
gan, who had no apprentices or jour- 
neymen to talk about, yet did not care 
to have her tongue lay ftill, bawled 
out to Sir Patrick, who was on the 
other fide of the room, clofe to Mifs 
Wryjaws : " Brother !^' fays (he, 
" did you call on Mr. Ballarganag- 
** gy ; and prefs him to fet a time to 
," pay me the five hundred, that has 
** been fo long due ?" 

" Arrah, by Jafus, but I did call 
*< on him, my dear fiftcr." 

*' And what did he fay ?" 

<* He faid be could fay. no mort 
*f than what he faid before/* 

" And do you remember, brother, 
what he faid before ? 

** By Jafus do I, every fy Uabje, for 

"he faid nothing at all." 

Here 
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Here Mrs. Coppcrnofe, impatient 
to fct her oWn 4arum a-going, inter- 
rupted thi$ edifying dialogue ; for 
which I wifhed her tongue was a 
piece of cheefe, and a hungry Welfh- 
man biting at it ; becaufe I Ihould 
foon hare learnt from Sir Patrick, 
what the man faid, when he faid no- 
thing at all But madam's tongue 
had begun, and there was no flopping 
it. 

** Pray, ladies,'* fays (he, " have 
*' you been at the expedition in 
" Spring-gardens, or the royal kraca- 
*' demmy in Pdl-mell." 

The general anfwer was, No, not 
yet. 

"But I was this morning,** rejoins 
Mrs. Coppernofe, '* and faw the fintft 
" l.brary of pictures I ever fet my 

^* eyes 
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^"tytson: there was fcriptural fto* 
*^ ries, and ftories out of poetry 
>' books 1 there was Lot and his two 
^' df^ughters, all as big as me: but 
** what pleafed me moft was Dinah^ 
** and all her maids wafhing j — I 
^* wanted much to know who this 
*' Dinah was,becaufe I thought I heard 
^' a great lord, with a ftar on his coat, 
^' fay fomething about her being a- 
^^ kin to the man in the moon.'* 

'' Ma'am,*' fays Mrs. Remnant, 
the taylor's relift, *' I believe I cad 
'help to, piece out this ftory for 

* you : luckily this Dinah was my 

* wafher-woman ; Ihe walhed for us 

* above four years, betore I loft as 

* good a man as ever worked at a 
' woman's jacket •, for he was a wo- 

^J man's taylor as wtll as a man's. — 

"I 
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*♦ Ircmcmbcr,a5 tobe furelfliall never 
^* forget it while I lives in this world, 
*' it was the year he was made church- 
*< warden, and that very day he bought 
** me this eggs-ftone-ring*, "Nelly,^ 
«< fays he, **.you are now wife to a man 
«' of confequence, and I am refolved 
^' you (hall ftand at the wafhing-tub 
** no longer ; and, as our fortnight's 
** wafh was to be next day, he went 
V and fetched this Dinah himfelf, znA 
«< 1 gave her, I remember, three 
^* fliirts of my hulband's, and two 
** fliifts of my own, for I was the re* 
** markableft neateft woman in the 
** neighbourhood, and feldom miffed 
•* putting on a clean (hift every Sun* 
** day morning, unlefs it was a new 
* one, and then it would laft a fortr 
*' night ; for new linen, you know> 

"Ma'am, 

* The author gueffes Madam Remnant 
Bieant an onyx-ring. 
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<< Ma'am, does not dirty fo ^|ift as 
<^ old ; and I affure you Dinah gave 
*' great content, for fhe brought 
«« them home as well done, as if I 
•' wa(hed them myfelf, and no wo* 
^^ man in the parifh had a better hand 
^' at a lather than I had, though I fay 
" it myfelf. — ^Now this Dinah's huf- 
** band kept the fign of the Moon, a 
" pot-houfe, at the corner of Clcrk- 
" eriwell-green, and that made the 
*' gentleman talk of the moon ; but, 
" to my knowledge, (he never had 
>* more than one maid at a time ; fo I 
*' can't think how fo many maids got 
*« into the pifture, or how the limner 
" came to draw her at all; for, al- 
though (he was reckoned a very 
comely woman, yet all our jour- 
<^ neymen ufed to fay, fhe was not to 
** be compared to Madam Remnant, 
^ not even on a Sunday, when I 

"./have 
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** have often fcen her at White Con-* 
«« duit-houfc, with a very good fi!k 
•* gown on, and, to give her her due, 
*' (he looked exceeding well, but 
" that did not hinder other folks fronl 
*« looking better." 



CHAP. XIX. 



Edifying converfation continued. 

« ]fc /TA'AM/' fays Mrs. Coppef-* 
jLVX nofe, bridling up her dou- 
ble chin, which fhone as if *the day be- 
fore it had been new burnilhed, " you 
«* miftake me quite Ma'am ; this 
** Dinah was no body's waflierwo- 
*' manj but a gentlewoman : fhe and 
*f her maids were walhing in fome of 
•* your noted wafliing-places, fuch as 

*• Peerkfe- 
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«' Peerlefs-Pool, or the Dog and 
*^ Duck, and a poor young man, that 
*' either belonged to Ackton parifh, 
*^ or his name was Ackton, came that 
" way a-hunting, and by chance 
*' cfpied them all mpuribus ialibus (as 
*' the men call it), which is, I believe, 
" as ftark naked as they were born, 
*' which vexed this Dinah fo, that (he 
*' threw a handful of water in his 
*' face, and turned him into a hare, 
** and then fet his own dogs after him 
*' to eat him up/* 



" May I never drink another glafa 
" of neat portj if I don't think he 
" paid exceflive dear, for only peep- 
" ing," fays Mrs. Shortpint. " 

** The devil burn me/' fays Sir 
Patrick, " if 1 don't belave they 
f' made him pay fo dear, becafe he 

7 ' « did 
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"did nothing, but peep with his 
«* eyes." 

" He could not peep with any 
** thing elfc/' fays Mrs. Shortpinr, 
^* unlefs the man had eyes in his fin- 
«* gcr ends." 

•* Aye, and by Jafus," fays Sir 
Patrick, " one of my country- 
*' nien would have been after peeping 
^* with his finger-ends too ; but this 
" was fome, poor £hame-fac*dEnglilh- 
^^ man, that never thinks heis aquaint- 
'< ed with a woman, unlefs he has feen 
«* her before.*' 

*• Indeed," fays Mifs Wryjaws, 
^ the poor man paid very feverely for 
** peeping ; but who can wonder at 
*« it, becaufe this Dinah mufl: have 
" been an old witch 9 and witches havjs 

three 
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*• three paps, one to fuckle the devil 
" with ; it was, therefore, no won-* 
•* der fhe was angry that this young 
** iman had feen her naked." 

*' Ladies,** fays Mrs Flambeau, 
** I find I muft be forced to explain 
** this ftory to you : — when I was a 
** young wife, we luckily let our firfl: 
*' floor to a clergyman, and he ufed 
*• to take great pains with me : for 
" my hufband, poor dear man, had 
•• too much bufinefs on his hands, to 
" mind his wife's concerns much ; 
*^ but this good young man ftuck ve- 
*' ry clofe to me, and ufed to read to 
** me, and fhew me any thing he 
"thought would pleafc me. — I rc- 
•' member he read that very ftory, as 
" how that Dinah was a heathen god; 
** and, when (he was in the fky, flic 
*' ^as a moon, or a half moon, juft as 
^' Vol. IV. M **chc 
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<^ ii) the ccM^tff > (h^ wtsi a pcttf 
<^ ynQiP^ : Wiw a^ ftft aod her nimps 
«« were dabJteg ih^rBfehes in the wa« 
<^ tcr, thi^ POOE A^oi^ for A&pJ^ y»s 
« his name,, thoMgh hj: wa$ ^c^ of 
" A^on paqfti, did unlucl^ily coppc 
« by, and, feeing her naked, put he? 
** in fuch a paffion^ that (he tur|i|54 
« hin), as I remeniberj into a b.utr^c, 
" and let horn 5 upon his head \ ^fl4 
<< that is the fliort and the long of tb^ 
«ftory." 

^ Ma'ana,** %.& MiDS« Shoptpifit, 
*h how could flie fet horns, upon his 
<<; he^, unk& (ht had maroied hioi 
H fifft; aad thfiii» indeed^ the inaiwr 
«^ is not diifenfc*' 

" No more it is,** fays Sir Patrick. 
*' fof I. have kno.wn feveral young^ 

cratur^ 
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^ craturcs do that, before they knew 
** how to count ofte pound two ind 
^« nine pence change for a guinei.*' 

«« For ffiy part/* foyt Madam Val* 
lony *' be thir$ Mrs. Dinah a God or 
ai devil, I fay it, and will fay it 
agaii|> it Was a barbarous trick ; thof 
^^ I hope it was oidyapOetry nudefto^ 
M ry, bi»t, if it is trtie, it muft blvc 
f* been b^ore Chriftiamey came in 
^^ fafhion : no goodf Chriftian, I am 
** fure, could be angry with a poor 
^^ young man, for only peeping at 
** what he could neither mend nor 
^' mar; and I don't hear that the poor 
" thing did any thing but peep ; be- 
** fides, if you come to that, What 
^^ bufineis had they to be ftaric naked j 
** they niuft have been nothing but 
*« dirty cinder- wenches, inftcad of 

M 2 **godg. 
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*^ gods, to want fcrubbing from hcacj 
to foot % but they were all heathens, 
and fo no better could be expe died 

*' from them : they had not learnt 
the great Chriftian virtue of forget 
and forgive; a true Chriftian ought 
to forgive a young man, if he had 

" raviflied her; provided he could 
prove he had no malice before 
hand. — But this is a cruel fubjedl, 

•' and fo pray. Ma'am, let us hear 

*' what you faw bcGdes.'* 

** Ma'am," fays Mrs. Coppernofe, 
** I faw a pordigious croud of pic- 
** tures i but none pleafed me fo 
*' much as Sampfon and Doll Lal- 
" ley : I never faw a man with fuch a 
•* back in my life ; the ftory,^ they 
*' fay, is fome where in the Bible ; 
" but I never had time to get into the 
" ftory-telling parts of that good 

book : 
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** book 5 I ufcd to read a little in the 
*' godly part, where Abraham begot 
*' Ifaac, and Ifaac begot Jacob, and 
'' fo on, which, to be fure, is very 
** Chriftian-like bufinefs, and anfwer- 
" ing the end of our creation. How 
" can good Chriftians employ their 
" time better, than in filling the 
" world full of good Chriftians ?** 

" But Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob,** 
fays Mrs. Shortpint, " werenoChrif- 
" tians 5 they were Jews, Ma'am.** 

" Jews ! I love you dearly for that,*' 
fays Mrs. Coppernofe. ^' Pray did 
** you ever read, that Abraham, Ifaac, 
" or Jacob, ever fold a black-lead 
" pencil, or a roll of hard pomatum, 
*^or a pair of fleeve buttons in their 
*« Jives : then, pray, how could they 
^* be Jews. But about this hufley, 

M 3 *' this 
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•« this DoH Lalley, altho^f flbc b?d 
^< the ftrongeft man in the world all 
^^ to herfelf, yet I he^d 'a gentleman 
•* fay the whore (God forgive me for 
^' c^Hing names, becaufe it has been 
^^ many an honell woman's misfor-* 
•' tune) could not help betraying 
^^ him, (as our whores do their rqgues 

*' now-a-days to Juftice F ,) 

** but Fortune, who was his friend, 
" the gentleman faid, for all he 
*' kept this whore, lent him k much 
*' ftrength, that he pulled an old 
•* houfe over his enemies heads, and 
*«^ killed 'em all ; and I hope that de- 
•* ceitful jade, that DoUey Lalley^, 
" was in the thick of them." 

•*ByJafus," fays Sir Patrick, "I 
" wilh I under ftood Latin, that I 
"might read fomc of the merry fto- 
** ries in that fame Bible!*' 

« Latin V 
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« L«iii I" ftyJ Mift WryjSiWs :— 

« Dear Sir Patrifckj all 6ut Biblts are 

««]nEngK(h." 

« And, my deat MifsWryjjiws,"feyS 
Sir Patrick, « we have Englifh Bibles 
^< enough in Ireland ; hut our priefts 
<^ mycoiannPhelimO'Lackihamefays, 
^« that the Englifli Bibles were made 
" for heretics, t6 ride to the devrt 
•* upon 5 now in ray cOfufin O'Lack- 
" fliame^ Latin Bible* I dbn*t believe 
** there is a fingle whore/' " YcS," 
fays Mrs. Shortpint, •* but there is j 
** for the, wifeft king in the world,' 
^* king Solomon, was fo led aftray 
** by them, that he was in danger of 
•* lofing his precious foul." 

« Arrah,'" fays Sir Patrick, « and 
*^ I renicmber twenty of my own 
«* cotTntry men, that loft their bodieg 
«* by them; fortheyallfaid, in their laft 
f^ dying fpecches they made after they 

M4. were 
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** were hang'd, that whores brought 
" them to the gallows/* 

» 

" You are right,*' fays Mrs. Short- 
pint, (who was a fort of a wag,) 
•' and I have heard fcvcral of our cuf- 
*' tomers fay, that in all ages, good 
*' men, as well as bad, have been led 
^* aft ray by harlots : but now, that 
*' we are upon this fubjeflr," adds (he, 
(turning to Mrs, Flambeau,) ** pray, 
*« what is become of your niece, 
«* Ma'am 5 (he was a very great read- 
" er, and could have explained all 
'< thefe matters to us ; for, they fay, 
^^ fhe has read all forts and fizes of 
« books/* 

** The girl w^swell enough, Ma'am, 
<« for that matter," fays Mr^. Flam-f. 
beau : " but, for all her reading, flie 
^^ knew verylittleof the * Burn Tom.'* 

Bura 

^ We fuppofe MrsvShprtpint meant ion ton% 
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, " Burn Tom," fays Sir Patrick, 
" pray, Mrs. Flambeau, what coun-- 
** try man was that Mr.Burn Tom ?** ' 

'* Sir/' fays Mrs. Flambeau, **k is 
•^ only a quality word for fafliionable 
" things ; fuch as Crum well's gar- 
" dens. White Cundit-houfe, Rene- 
*^ low, and Foxhall •, but, as I was 
*' faying, Ma'am, the girl knows fo 
" little of high life, that I was back- 
^* ward in fcducing her into good 
" company. — What, indeed, difcom- 
*' frouzled her fo much, as to make 
** her leave mc fo parcipatate, I can- 
" not reprehend : — at my houfe fhe 
" had always free egrits and regrits, 
*' and fhe devartized herfelf, without 
" any inrolment from me, and had 
** her viftalls free gracious for no- 
^' thing ; but tod much fermelality 

•♦ breeds conftrife" Here fhe was 

interrupted 
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interrupted by Mife Wrjrjaws, who, 
in a difmal tone, roared out, ^' O mf 
<* dog! my dear dog! what is become 
"of my dog I'* 

*< By Jafps, my dear Mife Wry- 
«« jaws," fays Sir Patrick, " if he is 
'* not here, he mud be gone fon^e* 
<* where elfc.'* 

Mrs. Itemnaiit faid, ^* She bellev* 
** cd he wis gone into the ftrect." 

*« O, by Jafus!" fays Sir Patrick, 
♦• make yourfelf aefy, my dear fhole, 
*' for I will be after looking for him ; 
♦* arid, if I can but find him, I Ihall 
**fce him, you may depend on't/* 

Away went Sir Patrick, and, in 
abOBfi half an hour, returned in fuch 
arfw^at, that he fmok'd like a roafted 
potatoe j uft cut open. 
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« What news, 4car Sir Patrick ?'^ 
fays Mife Wryjaws. 

«• By Jafus, my dear Madam, I 
** have been after looking for your 
<^ dog all this time, but could never 
^^ fet eyes on him, till he was quite^ 
" out of fight." 

" But have you fecn any thing of 

«* him fina ?** 

* 

•• By Jafus have I, my dear Mifs.** 

•* What have you feen, dear Sir 
•^ Patrick?'' 

•^ What I am very forry to tell you, 
^* Mifs Wryjaws, bccaufe you !ove 
^^ the dog ; but I plainly fee, that he 
*^ is run away/* 

At that inftant the maid cam^ in^ 
and faid, &e faw a man run after the 
dog, and take him up, and put hino 
iota a cart. 
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" O heavens !" fays Mifs Wry^ 
jaws, " what fliall I do for my fer- 
^ Vant to run after the cart ?'' 

" I will run after him my own 
"dear felf/' fays Sir Patrick > "I 
•' (hall foon overtake him ; for I can. 
*' walk as faft as two carts.** 

It luckily happened, that Mrs. 
Coppernofe's footman juft then came 
in, and he was ordered to run after 
the cart: he pvertook it, as foon as 
Sir Patrick would two carts, and 
brought word back, that the maid did 
not know a pig from a dog. 

"In what country can this maid 
*' be born, where their pigs are fo 
" like their dogs," fays Sir Patrick. 
•' By Jafus I never faw a pig in my 
*' life, but I knew it was not a dog, 

*^and 
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*' and I never faw a dog in my life, 
^' but I knew it was not a pig. — » 
** Pray, what countryman can this 
" maid be ?'* 

Mr». Coppernofe faid, (he would 
ring for Mr. Thomas, to explain 
the matter ; but, he having lived 
before with a lady of high quality, 
had always been ufed to deliver his 
anfwer in few words, as a hint to 
people of fafliion was fufficient ; and 
indeed, (he commonly underftood 
him at once, but fhe owned (he was a 
a little difembarrafled now, 

Mr. Thomas's explanation was, 
that a roafting pig, of which there 
were half a dozen in the cart, had 
given the carter the flip, and he had 
caught his pig again clofe by the 
door, which the maid miftook for a 
dog. 
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On this Mifs Wryjaws dropped 
down IHce a lump of lead ; but (he 
had fo much regard for her rump, as 
to take care to have the fettee ready 
•Q receive her i and, though flie could 
aeither look paler, oor grin worft than^ 
tie naturalif did wb^i (he laughed^ 
to floake tftem believe ftie was goin^ 
into « £t $ yet fhe firemfakd fo, tihai it 
fervtd oufi Hiberman for a good ea-» 
<mfe to clafp her mighty dofi^, wliiefc 
Ike feenasd to do very^ cordially ; andy 
fer fear he flutuld give over toa foon^ 
the more be clafpedi^ the more fiie 
trembled ; in fhort, he clafped her (b 
warmly, that flie took a refolution at 
that critical moment, to comf)[>rrher- 
ftlf for the tofs of her Dutch pug, By- 
taking this Irifli hound ; and f havr 
reafon to believe, the marriage way 

confum- 
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f pi^fyr|HP3t«d tbp very m*t mora- 

C H A F. XX. 

^er mdliys, as welt as qufier folks y iti 

London. 

MRS, Gopper&des paid me the 
neiet day to her apothecary ; 
nbl the little brandiflier of ciyfter- 
pipeSy but a comely jolly man, with a 
face as round as the futt moon : he 
was- a mcmberof the Meeting for the 

Encouragement of A— and S , 

10 which Meeting he carried me that 
very evening. 

Tb^ mosi;^5t we enitored the room^ 
a flraqge figiu'e arolie ikxwly firoia bis^ 
feat ; at firfl: I thought we were come 
O fee the outlandilh giant \ and that, 

as 
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as all the giants do, he would keep 
rifing tHl his head was very near the 
ceiling ; but, on looking up to the 
top of the room, I retracted that 
thought; efpecially when I perceiv- 
ed he (lopped after he had advanced 
his crown about fix foot two inches ; 
I then waited with patience, as I al- 
ways do, when I can't help it, to find 
out by degrees what this ftrange mix* 
ture were about,and was foon infortned 

it was a Meeting of [A— 7 and S 

men^bers ; and on cool deliberation, 
the meeting itfelf was the fineft diflTer- 
tation pn arts and fciences that the 
imagination of man could exhibit ^ 
for it explained to a thinking crea- 
ture, at firft glance, how many arts 
apd fciences Providence muft have at 
command, to form fuch a group. 

8 But, 
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But to the moving figure : 

I 

9 

. As he had gotten, inftead of the 
curUefs tyc-wig I faw him in before, a 
major with two curls at leaft on it ; 
and, inftead of the ru% black coat, 
a tbread*bare blue one, with gold 
button-holes, I did not haftily recol- 
le£t my old friqnd, the knight of the 
woeful countenance; but, by the mo- 
tion of the corner of his coat-lap to- 
wards his nofe, I quickly found him 
out : I mention towards his nofe, be* 
caufe he recoUeded himfelf, that 
there was a great deal of good compa- 
ny, fo flopped half way, and dexte- 
roufly made the back of the other 
hand fupply the place of his woollen 
handkerchief. He put me in mind of 
oldChalcasin Homer ; I would give 
you the paflage, as tranflated by 
Vol. IV. N Pope, 
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Pope, but his language is too fublime 
for the fubjedt ; you fliall have it^ 
therefore, from the doggrel tranfla*^ 
tion, where the author has the afTu'^ 
ranee to fay, he is nigher Homer's 
original defign, than any tranflator 
whatever; and it may be foj for 
ought 1 know, or care either, for I 
fliall make ufe of him, or Pope, or 
any other writer, juft as they fuit my 
purpofe, and ferve them, as they did 
their predeceffors ; — fteal any thing 
that's worth ftealing, and difguife it 
as well as I can :— 

But, to my quotation*. 

«< When Chalcas 'rofe ; a fine 616 

*< Greek, 
<< And, in his place, began to fjpeak> 
' << But look'd about him with great cau«- 
" tion, 
«* Like •••♦*, when he makea a mo- 
**tion; 




i m r 

*^ As (lo.w as clockwork^ he arofe, 

<< Thcjiy with his fingers, wip'd his 

" nofc, 
*^ And rubb'd them dry upon bis 

"cloaths/' 



To flbcw, that nocn were the fame 
fort of men four thoufand years ago 
that they are now, this very appara- 
tus did the knight exhibit, before he 
began to fpeak, without, I believe, 
knowing, there ever might have been 
two fuch fellows in the world, as Ho- 
nier and Chalcas. 

Before he bad harrangued five mi- 
nutes, I found the intent of that 
meeting was, to decide which pi£hire 
merited the firft reward, &:c. Sec. The 
knight had gotten a great number of 
hard words, 1 fancy, out of the Paint- 
ers Didtionary, which I underftood 

N a ^^ 



[ i8o ] 

no more than he himfclf, and two or 
three honeft men clofe behind me 
did ; but my attention to the knight's 
fpcech was quite taken off by their 
remarks. Obferving that the knight, 
after beftowing his hard words (tech- 
nical terms I think they call'd them) 
fparingly, on feveral of the piftures, 
clapt them all at the end of the fen- 
tence on one, which was the burthen 
of the fong ; *' The drawer of that 
piece," fays an old gentleman in a fear- 
let cloak, and a thilk-white wig, with 
ten thoufand curls in it, " is to gif 
Sir Timoty fife and twenty far 
cent, out of de premium, if he 
get as it; but I vill tak-a my facra- 
" mcnt, it is the vorft piece in de 
« colleaion/* Sir Timothy was ftill 
going on, and was juft then laying, 
" That the fine keeping of that piece 

I ** alone. 
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" alone, defcrved ten fuch premi- 
*« urns," " Nay, as for that matter," 
fays a fquab fellow, that look'd like 
a haberdafher of fmall wares, ** if 6ne 
** kcepingdeferves thepcrmium, that 
** there piece clofe to this here pil- 
low, to my knowledge, has been 
better kept than any pidure 
amongft 'em, for it never has been 
*' out of the cafe fince it was fram'd ; 
** therefore, I fhall give my vote for 
*' it."— Prcfently, the knight menti- 
oned the amazing foftnefs of a parti- 
cular figure in his favourite piece : — 
*< That, knight," f^s a linen draper, 
on the left hand of me, ^^ is nothing 
•* but lies. — I fold that piece of can- 
*' vas myfclf, and a harfher, harder 
*' piece I never handled j there is not a 
" foftplaccinitasbigastheeqdof my 
♦' thumb 5 therefore, that figure, he is 

N 3 '' tell- 
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^^ telling fuch lies about, is as hard 
^ as any of the reft, — I coyld like to 
^^ reach up to it to feel it, not but I 
*^ wilh the poor man fuccefs with all 
*♦ my heart, becaufc he is in a ftrnnge 
" country, and the money will be of 
*' great fervice to him ; but the knight 
^' tells fuch confounded lies, that he'll 
♦' do him more harm than good, if he 
•' don't mind.'* As he finifhed this 
fpeech, the knight was defiring the 
company, to obferve the uncommon 
exprefiion in one of the other figures. 
Oh this the linen-draper grew angry 
in good earneft. <♦ Sec there, wow,** 
fays he, to his neighbour, *• Did not 
•* I tell you he would clench it ? did 
•^ you ever hear any thing likp it ? he 
•* tclh you one of the figures either 
«\ has been fpeaking, or can fpeak." 
*• What fignifies that," fays the 

other; 



fiihcri— '" Nobody minds what he 
*^ ipeiiks ! a man that would fpeak 
*^ with any weight, ftiould firff pay 
his debts. — Few people mind what 
a poordogfaysnow^a-days ; but, for 
^y part, was king George to fpeak, ^ 
(and he can't be in debt, you are 
fure^) I know which I ihould give 
*• my vote for ; fo let them talk till 
they are tired. When Sir Timothy 
has done, Doftbr Drybones will 
get up ; and when he hath done. 
Sir Timothy will get up again : 
** but it fignifies nothing ; an Eng- 
** lilhman has liberty to ufe his own 
•" eyes, and any body can tell which 
*' is a fine piece, and which is not, 
** if he is not blind." " True,'* favs a 
third gentleman (who, by his full 
trimm'd fuif, and no fword, I gueflcd 
was a noted taylor,) ** my Lord 
"Doubletafte recommended this here, 






- <c 

4C 



€t 
CC 



(C 
(C 



[ 184 ] 

as a fine piece, though there is not 
a figure in it has a good coat on its 
back. I own, I could not help 
wondering at it, beoaufe piy Lord 
** is fo good a judge in drefs. Now 
this picture over againfl us, you 
may really call a fine piece, becaufe 
every figure is as well drefs*d, and as 
much in the mode, as if the paint« 
" er had fervcd his time to one of our 
** trade : It is indeed a fine piece, and- 
*' I (hall not only give it my vote, but 
*' all my intercfi:; and there are feveral 
"gentlemen here, who won't think 
** proper to refufe fo fmall a favour 
*' as their votes to me, becaufe they 
" are pretty deep in my books." 

By all that's ridiculous under the 
fun, fays I to myfelf, what a chance 
do thefe poor devils of real artifts 

ftand. 
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ftand, to be judged by fuch judges ais 
tbefe ; what between Sir Timothy's 
hafty-pudding of words, glean'd from 
diflertations on painting, and applied 
with as much propriety as a piece of 
broken glafs to a broken {bin; and 
what with every tradefman meafur- 
ing their works by his own yard i 
every nobleman, for want of judg- 
ment of his own, taking the no-judg- 
ment of his flatterer, or pimp ; and 
every gentleman judging, according to 
the beft of his judgment, in an article 
wherein ninety-nine out of a hundred 
have no judgment at all ; what 
chance, I fay, doth a poor devil of an 
artift ftand ! I (hould, therefore, re- 
commend to the gentleman of the 
brufh and pencil, after their friends 
have made as many unintelligible 
fpceches like Sir Timothy's as they 

think 
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think proper, to dcfire to call lo» 
for it, as the dice may poflibly hit 
right, but, by the method adopted, 
it is impoflibte. 

Whilft I was ponderingwhat achance 
real merit flood, when furround- 
cd with fuch 'incomparable judgeS| 
and wondering why ihe painter of the 
Red Lyon at Brentford, and the fi- 
nifher of the Green Dragon at Dun- 
liable, had not put in their claim, (as 
to me, this affair feemed like a law- 
fuit, where it is only heads or tails, 
whether the beftorworftgctsit)! was - 
in an inftant furprifed with an amaz- 
ing noife, and looking about me, 
found it was a general uproar, two 
thirds of the company began to fpeak 
at once, and exhibited a better men- 
tal pidlure of the confufion of langua- 

% gcs 
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ges at Babel, than any of their artifts 
cauld put oh canvas, or even frame an 
ideaof : my honcft round-fac'd apothe- 
cary, whofe utmoft fcope of all the Ian* 
guages in the world, confifted in dog 
Latin enough to read a prefcriptioji ; 
and the few Englifh words he ufed 
when he vifited his.patients ; fuch as. 
Well, how do you this morning ? Ice 
the anfwer be,4)etter, Sir j or, worfe, • 
Sir -, his reply was. Eh ! He hfext pro- 
ceeded. Give me your hand : this, no 
doubt, niy clear- fighted reader will 
underftand was to feel the patient's 
pulfe; that operation being performed 
(witli as much gravity as a round un- 
meaning face would admit,) finifbcd as 
ufual, with, Eh ! then he proceeded. 
How do you feel your head ? Mode- 
rate, fays the patient ; Eh ! replies 

Bolus then again j Put out your 

tongue : 
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tongue : this he furv^ycd with a face 
of more meaning, if pollible, than he 
felt the pulfe with, and then pumped 
up the afpiration, Eh ! out of rather a 
deeper cell in his ftomach than the 
firft two or three came from. 



CHAP. XXL 

Bolus in continuation, 

MR. Bolus (you muft ex- 
cufe me ; reader, I cannot 
confent to call a phyfical man, with 
fo large a wig as our apotheca- 
ry's, plain Mifter any longer, it 
flattens my ftory ; I, therefore, will 
call him do<5tor : if he has not the 
learning of a doftor, he fmells more 
of phyfic than the bed of them j and 
I have often known^thevery fmell of 

phyfic 
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phyfic do more good, than the re* 
cipes of all the M. D.'s and L. M/s 
put together, though never half fo 
much mifchief. 

— But, to return : 

After the far-fetch'd afpiration, 
which always attends a reconnoitrc- 
meht of the tongue, the doftor then 
fays. Breathe hard : this operation is 
likewife attenc^ed with another afpi- 
ration from the fame, or a neighbour- 
ing cell i then he clofes the whole ex- 
amination with. Do you feel any 
pain now ? If the anfwer is Yes, he 
items down in his mind a bottle of 
chalk and water, tindured red : if. 
No, then it is only the fame, tinflured 
brown, with beef-tea, barley-water, 
&c. &c. as before, and away he goes. 
I believe I attended the dodlor about 

twenty 
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twenty vifits in one day, where no 
phyfician prefcribed, and he did not 
vary the three hundredth part of a fy li- 
able. 

I only mentbn thefe particulars, 
that my reader may form an idea, 
how well this confufion of Babel 
could agree with a man of fo few 
words as the dodtor made bfe of, in a 
whole day's work ; no wonder, there- 
fore, that he took himfelf away, and 
I was obliged to follow, I mean pre- 
cede him ; for, being in his waiftcoat 
pocket, had I followed, you all can 
plainly fee, without my telling, he 
mull have walked away a—— fore- 
moft. 



CH AP^ 
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CHAP. XXII. 

Contains nothing extraordinary. 

THE doftor,' in his road home 
from this notable meeting, 
recoUeded be had a patient that had 
been ill about a fortnight before } 
therefore, he might as well call with 
an, How do you, to take the chance 
of a relapfe* — Relapfes are a^great ar- 
ticles in an apothecary's books.^— He 
^ found his quondam patient very weU, 
which, he laid, he was mighy glad to 
fee : I believed hihi ^ though I don't 
think his patient did (who proved to 
be the gentleman with thelongnofe and 
fmall eyes, that I had feen before at a 
cofTee-houfe.) He gave the dodtor 

fuch 
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fuch a fly flgnificant look, on bis fay- 
ing, he was glad to find him well, 
that I could not help thinking, he 
doubted his fincerity ; but, be that as 
it may, he infilled on the doftor's (lay- 
ing to fmoke one pipe with him : 
Bolus (who had nothing to do be- 
fore he went to bed, but to fee if his 
bottles of chalk-water and lemon- 
juice mixt, were all booked with the 
proper hard names to them,) confent- 
cd to day an hour ; — 1 had like to 
have faid, chat an hour, but that, I 
believe, he never did in his life; take 
from him his firing of queftions to 
his patients, and his converfation 
confifted (like the primitive Chrifti- 
ans) in. Yea, yea, and. Nay, nay ; 
but he handled a pipe well, and 
fucked in the fmoke, and puffed it 
out again, with as confequential aface 

as 
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as any chairman at a quarter fcflions 
could put on for the life of him. Mr. 
Small-eyes took great pains to draw 
the doftor into a converfation, but he 
always anfwered, " There are excep- 
*' tions to all general rules.'* " You 
are right, dodlor," fays Small-eyes, 
and a particular inftance of it is juft 
*' now come into my head, viz. thege- 
"ncral opinion of fat animals being 
*' fuperior to lean : whoever was hardy 
^' enough to deny, that a fat goofe 
*' doth not much exceed a lean one ?" 
" Nobody," fays the doftor, biting 
two inches from the end of his pipe, 
for hafte to get his words out — '* or a 
" fat pig's, or a fat calf's head ?*' 
^' Nobody, nobody," fays the doftor •, 
** And yet,'' adds Small-eyes, " with 
" what contempt do all mankind look 
" on a fat-headed fellow," 

Vol. IV. O Whether 
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, whether this fide-wipe grazM too 
near the do<5lor*s left cheek, or what 
wa3 the matter, I can't fay, but, from 
that inftantj he did not fpeak another 
word, but kept fucking, puffing, and 
fpitting all the time he ftaid, with as 
much vehemence, as if he was quali- 
fying himfelf to be fellow of a coUcget 

Small-eyes feemed to rake no man- 
ner of notice of it, but went on : "I 
'« was one day,'* adds he, " menti- 
" oning this thing to my old friend 
*'Triftram Shandy, into whofc brain 
*' as -many unaccountable things 
*^ pop'd, as ever did into the fcull of 
" any man living : we had, a little 
** before that, been difcufling the po- 
*' litical management of the rulers of 
the land, and wifhing they would 
ferye a regular apprenticcfliip to 

!' their 
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« their trade, before they fet up for 
** themfelves, which would prevent 
'^ them from being look'd on with 
" fuch a contemptible eye, by their 
** brother- Dradefman in politics, fcnt 
" from the different courts of Eu- 
" rope, to deal with them in that 
*' branch of buGnefs. Triftram, in- 
" ftead of giving me any dircft an- 
•* fwcr, fell into a deep reverie.** 

After wrinkling his forehead, for 
near ten mmutes (all which time it 
looked exaftly like the butt-end of a 
pair of old bellows) and, ttroking 
down his lanthorn-jaws, the (kin of 
which rattled betwixt his finger and 
thumb, like a piece of (hrivelled 
parchment, he began the next chap- 
ter. 

O2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 



A Jhort chapter. 



(( 



I 



HAVE obfcrved,'' faya Trift- 
ram (ftill preferving his lucu- 
brationic attitude,) " and it is an ob- 
" fervation you muft have, made, if 
** you are capable of making any ob- 
*• fervations at all, that although the 
** flefli of a fat calfs head eats a 
*^ thoufand degrees better than the 
** flefti of a lean one, yet the brains 
*' of the lean ^nimal have by far 
*' the higheft flavour, becaufe the fat 
" of the well fed brute, n^ixing with 
^'the brains, gives them fuch an infi- 
V* pid fmoothnefs, that, to a difcern- 
** ing pallet, they are even difguft- 

" ing^ 
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ing. This, my friend," fays he, 
partly accounts for your excep- 
tion ; for if fat renders brains fo 
infipid to the tafte, it muft render 
the produdions of thofe brains as 
infipid to the other fcnfes ; for 
which reafon, if I was a king, I 
Ihoiild be very cautious how I 
meddled with fat brains at any 
rate ; for nothing is fo likely to 
bring both himfelf, and every bo- 
dy concerned with him, into 
fcrapes, as a fat-headed fellow,: Ju- 
lius Casfar lik'd fuch mortals, be- 
caufe he knew that the oily parts 
of the far, which always fwim on 
the top of the brains, would ke<p 
thought from afcending to the fur- 
face; he hated your le^n brain'd 
fellows for the fame reafon, be- 
* caufe he knew they would think, 

O 3 and, 
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** and^ of confequente, think he was 
•' a fad dog, with a bad titJe. 

*^ I like not that fpare C^fBius. 

" Now a man with half an eye, un- 
" lefs that half eye has been under the 
*' hands of an advertifingoculift, may 
** eafily fee wondrous meaning in 
" thofe fix words. 

** But my Caefar," fays Triftram, 
" who is one of the beft of kings, as 
" welt as one of the be ft of men, has 
•* no occafion to fear that the devil 
" himfelf, in the (hape of either a fat 
*' or lean brain'd fellow, can think 
" any ill of him : he may, therefore, 
*' without fcruple, employ the heads 
** that are mcft capable of ferving 
*' him; for, if all mankind are rogues, 
** as a charitable divine once hinted in 
*' a fermon he had reafon to fear they 






*> natqrally were, a fenfible rogue 
" ought furely to have the prefe- 
" rence •, be will do fervice to his 
** mafter, becaufe his ftnfe dic- 
tates to him, it is the only way of 
doing folid good to hiiiif<^lf ; but 
*' a fellow that is fool, as well as 
" knave, will fell his king and cotin^ 
*' try, without being able to forefee, 
** that he himfclf will be looked up- 
** on by the ptirchafer, as one of the 
" moft contemptible articles in the 
^^ whole purchafe, and be ufcd ac- 
" cordingly/* 

«^ Pray, Mr. Shandy," fays I, «« how 
" came calves heads and courtiersheads 
** to club their brains fo lovingly toge- 
*' ther in your pericranium ?" 

** Becaufe, fays he,*' carelefly, *« of 
" late I have gotten a trick, of never 
*« thinking of one without the other." 

The 
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The moment Small-eyes had fi- 
nifhed this ftory, the dofior knock- 
ed the allies out of his pipe into his 
ihree-fqiiare fpitting-box, took his hat 
and cane, and walked out, with as 
wife a face as he went in. 

What conftruftion this vender of 
harmlefs no-drugs put upon the fto- 
ry of fat and lean brains, I never 
could learn •, I am, therefore, as much 
in the dark as to that point, as any of 
my readers : I did not, indeed, (lay 
with him long ; but, if I had kept 
him company feven years, I am con- 
vinced I never (hould have had mv 
curiofity fatisfied. 

Did not you, fays a mild-fpoken 
gentleman, with one ftifF-top'd glove 
on, and' the other hanging be- 
tween his fingers, tell us you had 

been 
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b^en in the hands of the three mana- 
gers of the three playhoufes ; but you ^ 
would digeft their anecdotes well, be- 
fore you gave *en^ to the public, which 
would be in your third and fourth 
volumes ? yet you are come to acon- 
clufion, without a word about them : 
— How can you reconcile your breach 
of promife to the honour of an au- 
thor ? 

Becaufe you afk fo much like a 
gentleman, my dear Sir, Til conde- 
fcend to tell you. 

To the honour of an author, I can- 
not well anfwer it; but to the honour, 
of a great man, I can ; and, at pre- 
fent, lama great man, and claim the 
privilege oi breaking my promife, 
or keeping it, juft as I pleafe.— Are 
you anfwered. Sir ? 

But, 
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• Btit, bccaufe you arc a very civil 
gentleman, FU explain the whole 
matter to you. 

That the anecdotes of thefc gen- 
tlemen might be well digefted, I un- 
advifedly fwallowed them, without 
thinking they would prove fuch a 
hard morfel to digeft, as they actual- 
ly do ; for in my guts have they been 
rumbling ever fince ; and, although 
every ten days at leaft, by the grum- 
bling of my bowels, I expeft they are 
coming forth, yet the duce a fingle 
liint has fiirred : I muft be forced to 
phyfic 'em out at laft. 

Tou had better, my dear Sir, re- 
plies the fmooth-fpokcn gentkman, 
let them ftay where they, are, than 
produce them tb the public, after fuch 
a kind of digeftion; becaufe, although 
perhaps, they won't fmell of the lamp. 
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yet, ia fpltf of aU the perfumes you 
c^ throw upon them, they rouft fcncU 
confoundied rank. 

Sir, fays I, you don't fccm to under^ 
ftand, that the actions of fome men 
can never fmcll rank, let them be 
conveyed to the nofe through ever fo 
foul a channel ; whilft the aftions of 
others can never be fweetened by all 
jhe perfumes of Arabia. 

A good heart, my frjend, like a cer- 
tain drug which conveys the fweetnefs 
of the violet even into urine, gives 
fuch a flavour to the moft unguarded 
aftion of the pofleflbr's life, that even 
the diftant fmell of rank roguery, 
which I know is Jwhat you mean by 
the word nmky cannot be pos'd out by 
the moft envious fnout (;hat ever was 
fet on human face; that one fuch 

4 man 
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man is to be found amongft them, I 
am convinced, and more, I hope ; for 
which reafon you fhall, in my fifth 
and fixth volumes, have every occur- 
rence that happened to each of thofe 
gentlemen, whilft I was in their poflef- 
fion. — I promife you this, on the ho- 
nour of a great man, (which I am at 
at prcfent,) or, if that won't fatisfy 
you, on the word of a poor author, 
which I probably may be, before I 
begin the tafk. 

Sir, replies, the fmooth-tongucd 
gentleman, I am glad you mentioned 
your being a great man, becaufe that 
accounts for the duUnefs and incor- 
reftnefs of thefe two volumes. 

Pox take your fmooth tongue, &ys 
I, why could not you let my readers 
find that out for themiclves ? 



END OF THE FOURTH VOLUME. 
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